
l e a d e r s  o f  i n f l u e n c e :  

MINORITY CPAs

K
nowledgeable and skilled accountants and financial professionals are particularly needed  
today to help our businesses respond and react to economic fluctuations caused by the world’s issues.

Those of us living and working in Los Angeles are fortunate to have access to an impressive and diverse 
selection of financial professionals. 

Los Angeles is truly a national leader when it comes to diversity in business – and the field of accounting is 
no exception. There are some particularly stellar CPAs in the LA region who happen to also be minorities. Our 
special section, “Leaders of Influence: Minority CPAs” contains an alphabetical list of many of our region’s 
outstanding accountants, along with some basic information about their careers, practices and some relevant 
recent accomplishments they’ve achieved.

Congratulations to the superb professionals who made the list this year and thank you for working to keep the 
people and businesses of Los Angeles on the right fiscal track.
Methodology: The professionals featured in these pages did not pay to be included. Their profiles were drawn from nomination  
materials submitted to the Los Angeles Business Journal. Those selected for inclusion were reviewed by the editorial department. The 
professionals were chosen based on a demonstration of impact made on the profession and on the Los Angeles community.

c u s t o m  c o n t e n t

march 30, 2026
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NANCY AMBROSSI
Assurance Director
Lucas Horsfall

Nancy Ambrossi is a distin-
guished audit and accounting 
director at Lucas Horsfall, 

where she has built an exceptional 
career spanning more than two 
decades in public accounting. Since 
joining the firm in 2006, Ambrossi 
has demonstrated an unwavering 
commitment to excellence, earning 
the trust and respect of clients, 
colleagues, and the broader profes-
sional community alike.

At the heart of Ambrossi’s 
success is her ability to deliver 
outstanding client service across a 
remarkably diverse portfolio. She 
serves both closely held corpora-
tions and not-for-profit entities 
with equal dedication, bringing 
a rare combination of technical 
depth and genuine personal invest-
ment to every engagement. Clients 
appreciate her guidance with the 
audit process.

JIGNYA CHHEDA
Tax Manager 

MyCPA, LLP

J ignya Chheda is a high-
ly respected tax advisor at 
MyCPA, LLP. In her role, she 

provides strategic tax guidance to 
business owners and individuals, 
helping them navigate complex 
and ever-changing tax regulations 
with confidence. 

Chheda is known for delivering 
thoughtful, proactive tax strategies 
that not only ensure compliance 
but also support clients’ long-term 
financial and business objectives. 
Within MyCPA, Chheda plays a 
critical role in elevating the firm’s 
tax advisory services through col-
laboration, mentorship, and pro-
cess improvement. She is a trusted 
resource for her colleagues, consis-
tently sharing knowledge and help-
ing develop the next generation of 
tax professionals. Her dedication 
to staying ahead of legislative and 
regulatory changes allows MyCPA 
to serve clients with foresight. 

STEVE CHHUOR
Director

EisnerAmper

S teve Chhuor has built an 
accomplished career as a trust-
ed audit and assurance leader, 

known for helping emerging and 
middle‑market companies navigate 
complex financial landscapes with 
clarity, strategy, and precision. With 
more than 15 years of experience, 
he currently serves as director of 
audit and assurance at EisnerAmper, 
where he specializes in technical 
GAAP implementation, audit 
execution, and business advisory 
services that strengthen financial 
reporting and operational outcomes.

Chhuor’s technical expertise 
spans a wide range of industries, 
including technology, manufactur-
ing and distribution, real estate, 
financial services, hospitality, 
digital media, and non-profit orga-
nizations, making him a versatile 
advisor to organizations facing 
increasingly complex regulatory 
and operational demands. 

JIGNA DOSHI
Principal

Baker Tilly

J igna Doshi has built a career 
defined by impact, leadership, 
and a genuine commitment 

to helping others succeed. With 
more than 21 years of public tax 
and accounting experience, she’s 
known for helping clients navi-
gate complex issues with clarity, 
precision, and practical solutions. 
Clients and boards rely on her for 
her ability to anticipate challeng-
es, simplify complicated matters, 
and provide thoughtful guidance 
that supports long-term success. 
Her reputation as a problem-solv-
er and trusted advisor reflects her 
dedication to client service and 
consistently delivering tailored, 
high-quality advice.

Doshi considers her proudest 
achievements to be the impact she 
has had on people. She’s deeply 
passionate about training, mento-
ring, and developing professionals 
at all levels.

ALEX BANEZ
Audit Partner

Grant Thornton LLP

S ince joining Grant Thornton 
in 2021 as a managing director, 
Alex Banez has demonstrated 

an exceptional trajectory of lead-
ership, technical excellence, and 
business development that clearly 
distinguishes him within the pro-
fession. Within just two years of 
joining the firm, he made partner, 
a testament to both his market 
impact and the trust he earned 
from clients and colleagues alike.

Based in Los Angeles, Banez 
has built and continues to lead a 
highly specialized practice serving 
media, entertainment, and video 
game companies, including film 
and television studios as well as 
gaming organizations with both 
domestic and international oper-
ations. He is widely recognized as 
a subject matter expert in video 
game accounting, providing audit 
and technical advisory leadership 
across the firm at a national level. 

(213) 688-9898  •  fwllp.com

Jia Zhou

for being recognized by the 
Los Angeles Business Journal 
as 2026 Leaders of Influence: Minority CPAs.

Congratulations to

Jia Zhou, Tax Director &
Spencer Hong, Audit Principal

AUDIT  •  ACCOUNTING  •  TAX  •   ADVISORY  •  BOOKEEPING  •  BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  •  CFO SERVICES

Spencer Hong
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KAYO M. ELKNER
Partner

Prager Metis

Kayo M. Elkner is a partner in 
the accounting and tax depart-
ments of Prager Metis, member 

of Prager Metis International 
Group, and accomplished CPA 
with over 20 years of experience 
in the accounting industry. She 
specializes in providing accounting 
and tax services to individuals and 
closely held businesses. She has 
prepared individual, corporate, 
S corporation, and partnership 
income tax returns for clients in 
the US and internationally. 

Born and raised in Tokyo, Elk-
ner relocated to the U.S. where 
she learned English, received a B.S. 
in finance, and obtained her CPA 
certification. She has held multi-
ple roles at one of Japan’s largest 
technology software companies 
and beverage manufacturers. She 
now plays a key leadership role as a 
principal of Prager Metis’ Japanese 
global services group.

KRISTINA FUJISAKI
Partner

Gursey Schneider LLP

K ristina (Tina) Fujisaki, CPA/
CFF a partner at Gursey 
Schneider LLP in Los Angeles, 

has spent more than two decades 
honing her specialty in family law 
forensic accounting as a member 
of Gursey Schneider’s Litigation 
Support group. Her extensive tech-
nical knowledge and established 
courtroom credibility in family law 
forensic accounting are a testament 
to her dedication to securing opti-
mal outcomes for her clients. 

Fujisaki’s expertise covers a 
broad range of family law forensic 
accounting services, including, 
determination of gross cash flow 
available for support, marital life-
style analyses, stock option appor-
tionments, tracing/characterization 
of assets, and analysis of reim-
bursement claims. Her work often 
involves complex divorce and fam-
ily law matters for high-net-worth 
individuals and high-value estates.

CHRISTINA FUNG
Principal

GHJ

Christina Fung, CPA, ABV, 
CFE, CAMS, has built a 
distinguished career defined 

by endurance, leadership and 
meaningful impact in the foren-
sic accounting profession. In the 
accounting industry, the forensics 
sector is difficult to specialize in. 
Due to its complexities, sensitivities 
and nuances, only more tenured 
professionals tend to be trusted by 
clients to provide services in foren-
sic, fraud and litigation matters. 
She committed countless addition-
al hours to learning its nuances, 
seeking mentors to support her and 
making connections with trusted 
leaders in the profession.

Now as a principal in GHJ’s 
Forensic Services Practice, Fung 
plays a critical role in helping 
organizations and individuals 
address complex financial disputes, 
fraud investigations and litigation 
matters.

MOHAMED GHATTAS
Partner

CohnReznick

W ith nearly 20 years of experi-
ence in partnership taxation, 
real estate structures, and 

high net worth advisory, Mohamed 
Ghattas has built a reputation as 
a trusted and technically sophis-
ticated tax leader. He provides 
comprehensive tax planning and 
consulting services to complex 
partnership structures, closely held 
businesses, family offices, and high 
net worth individuals. 

Ghattas’s work spans the full 
lifecycle of client advising – from 
structuring multi entity real estate 
investments, to guiding entre-
preneurs through intricate tax 
scenarios, to helping to ensure 
compliance. Ghattas’ technical 
excellence is evident across his cli-
ent engagements, including advis-
ing on significant transactions, 
management of high-value tax 
filings, and development of tailored 
tax efficiency strategies. 

KEVIN FOROOTAN
Managing Partner
MyCPA, LLP

Kevin Forootan is known for his 
consistent ability to combine 
technical excellence with 

forward-thinking leadership and 
meaningful impact on both his 
organization and the profession. 
In his role, Forootan goes beyond 
traditional accounting functions 
by serving as a strategic advisor to 
clients and internal teams, helping 
translate complex financial data 
into clear, actionable insights that 
drive better business decisions. 
He improves processes through 
thoughtful use of technology, auto-
mation, and workflow redesign, 
increasing efficiency while main-
taining a strong focus on accuracy, 
compliance, and risk management. 

Forootan’s leadership style 
emphasizes mentorship, collabo-
ration, and continuous improve-
ment. He actively supports the 
development of staff by sharing 
knowledge. 

LEADERS OF INFLUENCE: MINORITY CPAs

Congratulations to Citrin Cooperman’s
Managing Director Nikki Prashad and
Director Loretta Wang for being selected as
the Los Angeles Business Journal's 2026
“Leaders of Influence: Minority CPAs”!
 
We are proud to have Nikki and Loretta on our
team. Join us in celebrating their achievement and
commitment to continued success across the
Los Angeles area!

CITRINCOOPERMAN.COM
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Advisors & Accountants

NORTH AMERICA |  EUROPE |  ASIA |  METAVERSE
PRAGERMETIS.COM

Congratulations!
Kayo M. Elkner

We are proud of your 
spotlight in

Leaders of Influence: 
Minority CPAs in the 

Los Angeles Business Journal

21250 HAWTHORNE BLVD. SUITE 500, TORRANCE, CA 90503

ADVISORY  |  ACCOUNTING & AUDIT  |  INTERNATIONAL |  
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  |  TAX  |  TAX CONTROVERSY

KEITH HAMASAKI
Partner

EisnerAmper

Keith Hamasaki’s career achieve-
ments are defined by his ability 
to transform complex financial 

challenges into clear, actionable 
insights that strengthen the orga-
nizations he serves. With nearly 
two decades of experience, he 
has built a reputation as a leader 
in audit and assurance, serving 
emerging and middle market com-
panies across manufacturing and 
distribution, digital media, and 
technology industry groups. As an 
audit partner at EisnerAmper, he is 
recognized for executing high qual-
ity audits with precision, efficiency, 
and a strong emphasis on deliver-
ing value beyond compliance. 

What sets Hamasaki apart is his 
commitment to elevating financial 
reporting through education, inno-
vation, and community leadership. 
He is widely regarded as a thought 
leader and industry speaker.

IAN KANG
Tax Principal;  

Los Angeles Tax Practice Leader
BDO USA

F rom his journey as a first-gener-
ation immigrant from Korea to 
leading one of the fastest-grow-

ing tax markets at BDO USA, 
Ian Kang’s career in accounting is 
defined by breaking barriers and 
achieving success. He has built a 
reputation as a leader of influence, 
pairing nearly two decades of tax 
strategy expertise with visionary 
leadership to strengthen BDO 
USA’s local presence. 

With the mind of an accoun-
tant but the spirit of a salesman, 
much of Kang’s success is owed to 
his relationship-driven approach – 
his ability to build rapport quickly, 
earn trust, and establish himself as 
a strategic advisor. He shares an 
entrepreneurial mindset with many 
of his clients, who are business 
owners and other accomplished 
individuals who have followed a 
similar path.

NICOLE KIM 
Tax Director

Lucas Horsfall

One of Nicole Kim’s most mean-
ingful professional accomplish-
ments has been the steady 

progression of her career within 
the public accounting profession, 
culminating in her recent promo-
tion to tax director. She began 
her career at a small firm, where 
she developed a strong technical 
foundation and was exposed to the 
needs of closely held businesses. 

As Kim’s career progressed, 
she moved into larger mid-tier 
accounting firms that focus heavily 
on serving middle-market clients. 
In these environments, she had the 
opportunity to work with growing 
businesses across a variety of indus-
tries, many of which faced increas-
ingly complex tax and operational 
challenges as they expanded. 
Today, many of the businesses Kim 
works with rely on her guidance.

AUSTIN LEE 
Principal; Practice Leader, Valuation & 

Capital Market Analysis
BDO USA, P.C.

When Austin Lee first became 
fascinated with the stock 
market as a high school stu-

dent, he never imagined he would 
be serving its Fortune 500 corpo-
rations decades later. Today, he is 
doing exactly that, guiding clients 
through complex transactions and 
regulatory environments. 

After building experience in 
public accounting, investment 
banking, and valuation disciplines, 
Lee now serves as principal and 
Valuation & Capital Market Anal-
ysis practice leader for BDO in Los 
Angeles. Known for his technical 
expertise and judgment, he has also 
drawn on his perspective as a sec-
ond-generation Korean American 
to strengthen cross-border client 
relationships and support BDO’s 
international reach. Lee uses his 
cultural experiences to assist large 
Asian conglomerates.

SPENCER HONG
Partner

Fineman West & Company

Spencer Hong is a seasoned 
financial professional with 
more than 17 years of expe-

rience in providing financial 
statement audits and management 
advisory services in industries rang-
ing from manufacturing, distribu-
tion, retail and technology. Hong 
has also advised clients in mergers 
and acquisitions, equity and debt 
offerings, restructuring/turnaround 
situations improving operational 
processes and implementing cost 
reduction programs. 

Hong serves as an audit/assur-
ance partner at Fineman West & 
Co. LLP, and formerly was a man-
ager in the Corporate Advisory 
Restructuring Services of Grant 
Thornton LLP. He is also fluent in 
Korean and has advised a number 
of Korean-American operated 
businesses as well as joint ventures 
formed between US and Korea 
based companies. 

LEADERS OF INFLUENCE: MINORITY CPAs
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DAN LI
Managing Director

GHJ

Dan Li, CPA, is a highly respect-
ed entertainment tax leader 
whose career is defined by 

deep technical expertise, industry 
specialization and a sustained com-
mitment to serving clients with 
shifting demands. As a managing 
director at GHJ, Li brings more 
than 20 years of tax and account-
ing experience, advising clients 
across entertainment and media, 
real estate, manufacturing and dis-
tribution, retail, food and beverage, 
and high-net-worth individual and 
family structures. Her ability to 
confidently address highly regulat-
ed tax environments has made her 
a trusted advisor to businesses oper-
ating at scale and under scrutiny. 

Li’s most notable accomplish-
ments stem from her specialized 
experience in corporate tax ser-
vices for entertainment and media 
companies. 

MICHAEL LIN
Partner

Harry C. Lin, CPA  
A Professional Corporation

M ichael Lin, CPA, MBT, rep-
resents the next generation 
of transformative leadership 

in the accounting profession. As 
a dynamic and forward-thinking 
leader at a prominent CPA firm, he 
is redefining what it means to be a 
modern accounting professional—
blending deep technical expertise 
with cutting-edge innovation, cul-
tural fluency, and an unwavering 
commitment to client service. Lin’s 
influence extends beyond tax com-
pliance and financial reporting; he 
is shaping the future of advisory 
services, wealth preservation, 
and multigenerational financial 
planning for diverse communities 
across the United States.

Serving a broad and sophis-
ticated client base, Lin delivers 
exceptional tax and financial advi-
sory services with precision and 
strategic insight. 

SHIDEH OVAYSIKIA
Partner

CohnReznick

Shideh Ovaysikia’s story is one 
of perseverance, reinvention, 
and earned influence. Born in 

Iran and immigrating to Canada at 
age 11 without speaking English, 
she learned early how to navigate 
unfamiliar environments with grit 
and determination. Years later, 
she rebuilt her life again when she 
moved to Los Angeles – carrying 
forward the same resilience, cour-
age, and grace that now define her 
leadership style. 

With more than 17 years in 
public accounting, Ovaysikia has 
become a highly trusted advisor 
to privately held, private‑equi-
ty‑backed, and publicly traded 
companies across the Consumer, 
Hospitality and Manufacturing 
practice. Her deep technical 
accounting acumen and extensive 
knowledge of SEC reporting are 
integral to navigating complex 
matters. 

ABHI PARIKH
Partner; Tax Practice Leader

Richey May SoCal

Abhi Parikh represents a new 
generation of accounting 
leaders whose expertise bridges 

sophisticated real estate tax strat-
egy, private equity consulting, and 
high-net-worth client service. With 
a unique background that spans Big 
Four experience and entrepreneur-
ial practice development, Abhi dis-
tinguishes himself through hands-
on innovation, mentorship, and 
the delivery of holistic guidance on 
complex transactions — address-
ing challenges with fresh insights. 
His ability to combine technical 
mastery, consulting creativity, and 
collaborative leadership truly sets 
him apart.

Parikh leverages deep expertise 
in tax compliance and consulting 
to guide high-net-worth individu-
als, organizations, and partnerships 
through complex federal, state, and 
international tax challenges.

HARRY LIN
Partner

Harry C. Lin, CPA  
A Professional Corporation

Harry Lin, CPA, MBA, is an 
accomplished tax professional 
whose decades of experience, 

technical mastery, and principled 
leadership have made a lasting 
impact on both his firm and the 
broader community he serves. Over 
the course of his distinguished 
career, Lin has built a reputation 
for excellence in tax planning, 
financial advisory, and wealth pres-
ervation services, advising a diverse 
clientele that includes individuals, 
small businesses, multinational 
corporations, and ultra-high-net-
worth families — particularly 
within the Chinese and Taiwanese 
communities in the US.

From the outset of his career, 
Lin has distinguished himself 
through meticulous attention to 
detail, deep knowledge of complex 
tax regulations, and an unwavering 
commitment to ethical practice. 

LEADERS OF INFLUENCE: MINORITY CPAs

This year's Minority CPA Award Honorees 
represent the pinnacle of excellence in
accounting, finance, and leadership.

Their dedication to breaking barriers and
building pathways for future generations
defines what it means to lead with purpose
and integrity.

CONGRATULATIONS

5Offices 70+ Years Serving the 
Greater Los Angeles 
and Beyond

Celebrating Excellence in
Finance and Accounting

www.lucashorsfall.com

LUCAS HORSFALL

eaking barriers andeaking barriers and
tionstions

purposepurpose

Nancy Ambrossi, CPA 
Assurance Director 

Nicole Kim, CPA 
Tax Director

Eric So, CPA 
Tax Partner 

Advisory | Audit & Assurance | Business Management | Fund Accounting | Transaction Advisory Services | Trust and Estate | Tax and Tax Planning

023-29_LOI-MinCPAS.indd   27023-29_LOI-MinCPAS.indd   27 3/26/26   10:01 AM3/26/26   10:01 AM



28   LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL – CUSTOM CONTENT    	  	 MARCH 30, 2026

NIKKI PRASHAD
Managing Director
Citrin Cooperman

N ikki Prashad is a managing 
director at Citrin Cooperman’s 
Woodland Hills office, where 

she has built a distinguished career 
spanning over 15 years in tax and 
advisory services. Her journey is 
characterized by a relentless focus 
on specialized tax structures and a 
deep commitment to the Southern 
California business community. Pra-
shad’s expertise primarily centers on 
pass-through entities and high-net-
worth individuals, a sector where 
she has become a trusted advisor for 
many of the region’s most successful 
entrepreneurs and families.

One of Prashad’s standout 
accomplishments is her leadership 
within the firm’s Restaurants & 
Hospitality practice. In this capac-
ity, she oversees complex tax-relat-
ed matters for a sector that is vital 
to the Los Angeles economy but 
notoriously difficult to navigate 
from a regulatory standpoint. 

ERIC SO
Tax Partner

Lucas Horsfall

E ric So is a tax partner at Lucas 
Horsfall with over 20 years at the 
firm and 23 years in the industry. 

In that time, he has built a practice 
that is both technically exceptional 
and deeply client-focused, earning a 
reputation as one of the most trust-
ed advisors in his field.

So serves privately held and 
mid-sized businesses, high-net-
worth individuals, and their fami-
lies, specializing in tax compliance, 
strategic business consulting, proac-
tive tax planning, and international 
tax matters. His ability to navigate 
complex cross-border challenges has 
become an increasingly vital asset 
for clients operating in a globalized 
economy. Across industries ranging 
from manufacturing and real estate 
to professional services, distribution, 
and software development, So 
delivers tailored strategies that drive 
growth and long-term financial 
success.

FRED TAN
Tax Principal;  

Southern California Tax Healthcare Leader
BDO USA, P.C.

F red Tan, tax principal at BDO 
Los Angeles, has a career span-
ning two decades that reflects 

consistent leadership in tax services, 
a people-first approach to growth, 
and a long-standing commitment 
to inclusion and mentorship. Tan 
stands out not only for his technical 
expertise and business development 
success, but also for his ability to 
connect authentically with clients 
and colleagues alike, enabling him 
to foster lasting trusted relationships 
and deliver sustained value for both 
his clients and BDO. 

Tan’s professional accomplish-
ments are grounded in his belief 
that exceptional client service 
begins with genuine, long-term 
relationships. This philosophy was 
evident early in his career, when 
he joined a public accounting firm 
after graduating as a first-genera-
tion collegian from UCLA. 

LIOR TEMKIN
Partner

SingerLewak

L ior Temkin is a certified public 
accountant with over 20 years 
of experience in individual, 

business entities and nonprofit 
taxation. Temkin received his 
degree in accountancy and Masters 
in Taxation degree from California 
State University, Northridge. He 
has particular expertise in individ-
ual, business entities and nonprofit 
taxation. He has helped numerous 
high net worth individuals navi-
gate complex tax laws, providing 
them with personalized and strate-
gic tax planning solutions. 

Temkin is a member of the 
American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants and the Cali-
fornia Society of CPAs. He has sig-
nificant experience with nonprofits, 
and he leads the Nonprofit Service 
Group for the firm. He has a deep 
knowledge of nonprofit tax laws and 
regulations, and a passion for help-
ing nonprofits achieve their goals.

KARLA SHARAN
Senior Manager, Assurance

Forvis Mazars

Karla Sharan is a resilient and 
purpose-driven professional 
whose journey and leadership 

embody the spirit of an emerging 
leader in the accounting profes-
sion. After emigrating from El 
Salvador, Sharan began her career 
with determination and a deep 
commitment to growth, over-
coming cultural, educational, and 
professional challenges to pursue a 
career in public accounting. 

Today Sharan leads audit 
engagements across a diverse port-
folio of clients in the technology, 
services and commercial product 
sectors. She is known for her 
technical excellence, collaborative 
leadership style, and ability to build 
strong relationships with both 
clients and team members. Sha-
ran plays a critical role in project 
management, risk assessment, and 
delivering high-quality assurance 
services.

LEADERS OF INFLUENCE: MINORITY CPAs

The Los Angeles Business Journal is proud to host the 
2026 Women’s Leadership Symposium and Awards.

Honor an associate, friend, co-worker or acquaintance today as we recognize these 
inspiring women leaders in our Community of Business™.

NOMINATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, APRIL 3
To nominate, please visit labusinessjournal.com/events/wlsa2026

NOMINATE TODAY!
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LORETTA WANG
Director

Citrin Cooperman

Loretta Wang is a director in 
the Tax Practice at Citrin 
Cooperman’s Woodland Hills 

office, where she has established 
herself as a preeminent specialist 
in the complex world of real estate 
taxation. With over 15 years of 
dedicated experience, Wang’s 
career is defined by her technical 
mastery and her ability to navigate 
the high-stakes regulatory envi-
ronments of the Los Angeles and 
national real estate markets.

One of Wang’s most significant 
accomplishments is her tenure as a 
tax senior manager at Deloitte Tax 
LLP’s Los Angeles office. In this 
role, she served a diverse portfolio 
of mid- to large-size real estate cli-
ents across the United States. This 
high-level experience allowed her 
to develop a deep expertise in han-
dling complex tax structures. 

WILLIAM WU
Partner

Gursey Schneider LLP

W illiam Wu, CPA, partner at 
Gursey Schneider, has built a 
reputation in Los Angeles as 

a trusted advisor to high-net-worth 
individuals and families navigating 
complex trust and estate matters. 
He focuses on ensuring that estate 
plans are not only thoughtfully 
designed, but properly executed and 
administered when families need 
them most.

Throughout his career, Wu has 
seen a recurring issue: carefully 
drafted estate plans that were never 
coordinated with a client’s evolving 
financial picture. When a death 
occurs, those gaps can create sig-
nificant stress and conflict. Wu has 
made it a core part of his practice 
to step into these moments with 
clarity and direction. He aligns the 
technical tax components with the 
real-world administration of the 
estate, ensuring the original intent 
of the plan is honored.

STEPHANIE YAN
Private Foundations Practice Leader; 

Managing Director
GHJ

S tephanie Yan, CPA, is a highly 
accomplished accounting lead-
er whose career reflects deep 

expertise, sustained leadership and 
a long-standing commitment to 
serving nonprofit and philanthrop-
ic organizations. As a managing 
director at GHJ and the firm’s Pri-
vate Foundations practice leader, 
Yan brings more than 20 years of 
public accounting experience to 
advising some of the most complex 
private foundations and nonprofit 
organizations. She leads a dedicat-
ed team that supports clients across 
audit, tax, compliance and opera-
tional needs. 

Yan’s most significant career 
accomplishments are rooted in 
her ability to combine technical 
rigor with practical insight. Her 
leadership has helped private foun-
dations address shifting compliance 
standards.

JIA ZHOU
Director

Fineman West & Company

J ia Zhou is a director at Fineman 
West & Company, a full-service 
accounting and business advi-

sory firm based in Los Angeles. In 
her role, Zhou leverages her exten-
sive expertise to provide clients 
with tailored financial solutions, 
contributing significantly to the 
firm’s mission of understanding 
clients’ stories and guiding them 
toward financial success.

Zhou plays a pivotal role in 
leading the firm’s accounting 
and business advisory services. 
She works with clients in a wide 
range of manufacturers (apparel, 
furniture, jewelry), distribution, 
real estate, media/entertainment, 
e-commerce, international trading, 
etc. Her leadership and dedication 
have been instrumental in foster-
ing client relationships and driving 
the firm’s growth. Zhou is commit-
ted to community engagement and 
promoting diversity in accounting. 

ARIC WONG
Partner

EisnerAmper

A ric Wong is a tax director at 
EisnerAmper with a 15-year 
career in public accounting, 

marked by a deep commitment 
to client success. He goes beyond 
traditional tax services, acting as a 
true business partner, empowering 
clients across diverse industries to 
make informed financial decisions 
and achieve their long-term goals. 

Wong’s approach is rooted in 
building and maintaining strong, 
trusted relationships, under-
standing that true partnership is 
essential for navigating complex 
financial landscapes. His expertise 
spans the full spectrum of income 
taxation, providing comprehensive 
guidance on everything from rou-
tine compliance to sophisticated 
tax strategies. He has cultivated 
specialized knowledge in the real 
estate and restaurant industries, 
allowing him to provide tailored 
advice.

LEADERS OF INFLUENCE: MINORITY CPAs

MYCPA WHERE EXPERTISE MEETS IMPACT

Join us in congratulating
Kevin Forootan, Managing Partner and 
Jignya Chheda, Tax Manager on being named 
Leaders of Infl uence: Minority CPAs by the 
Los Angeles Business Journal.

MyCPA, LLP
(818) 783-3577 
info@mycpallp.com

Kevin Forootan
Managing Partner

Jignya Chheda
Tax Manager

This recognition refl ects their leadership, expertise, 
and commitment to delivering value to our clients 
and community.

We’re proud to celebrate your achievement.

023-29_LOI-MinCPAS.indd   29023-29_LOI-MinCPAS.indd   29 3/26/26   10:01 AM3/26/26   10:01 AM


	023_labj20260330
	024_labj20260330
	025_labj20260330
	026_labj20260330
	027_labj20260330
	028_labj20260330
	029_labj20260330

