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W O M E N O F I N F L U E N C E : 

FINANCE

F
ROMNAVIGATING THE VARIOUS CHALLENGES OF THE LAST FEW YEARS TO OVERCOMING THE FISCAL REPERCUSSIONS

of devastating wild�res and international unrest while charting a course for responsible data protection in the 
age of A.I., leadership of the banking and �nancial services sector has faced some key challenges recently.  
The good news locally is that many of the nation’s leading �nancial industry thought leaders are based in the 

LA region. 
There are some particularly stellar trusted advisors in the LA region – who happen to be women – and we’ve 

alphabetically listed some of the very best of them here, along with key information about their careers and 
relevant successes they’ve achieved.

Methodology: The professionals featured in these pages did not pay to be included. Their profiles were drawn from nomination 
materials submitted to the Los Angeles Business Journal. Those selected for inclusion were reviewed by the editorial department. The 
professionals were chosen based on a demonstration of impact made on the profession and on the Los Angeles community.
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NICOLETTE COHEN
Associate

Buchalter

N icolette Cohen is an attorney 
in Buchalter’s Commercial 
Finance and Leveraged ESOP 

Finance Practice Groups in Los 
Angeles, and she has established 
herself as both a skilled practi-
tioner and recognized thought 
leader in lending law. Cohen 
represents financial institutions, 
sponsors, and private companies 
in negotiating, structuring, and 
documenting financing transac-
tions. These transactions include 
senior-secured, asset-based, syndi-
cated, cash-flow, cross-border, and 
acquisition financing, as well as 
financing secured by real property.

Cohen’s representative matters 
include serving as counsel to Bank 
of the West as administrative agent 
in the upsizing of the Duckhorn 
credit facilities. The transaction 
required coordination among mul-
tiple lenders and complex structur-
ing of multi-asset collateral across 
multiple states.

HAYLEY DICKSON
Founder; Wealth Management Advisor

Rippl

Hayley Dickson, who began 
her career in the entertain-
ment business, now stands as 

a beacon of excellence, having 
amassed numerous internal awards 
at Northwestern Mutual and shat-
tered multiple records, showcasing 
her dedication and skill.  Beyond 
individual accolades, Dickson’s 
leadership ethos is deeply rooted in 
inclusivity and diversity. 

From the beginning, Dickson 
has fostered a vibrant tapestry of 
cultures and perspectives. Her 
ever-growing team of six proudly 
consists of 50% female members, 
50% BIPOC backgrounds, and 
50% of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity. What truly distinguishes 
Dickson’s leadership is her unwav-
ering commitment to collective 
empowerment. Every member of 
her team is not just an employee 
but a contributor to a shared ethos, 
forgoing the organization’s mission 
collaboratively.

JACKY DILFER
CEO

Business Finance Capital (BFC)

Jacky Dilfer is a commercial and 
SBA lending expert—she’s a 
dedicated leader and trusted 

advisor, helping each of her cli-
ents grow their businesses, create 
job opportunities and better serve 
their communities. Her vast 
experience in commercial lending 
extends two decades in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and Southern 
California where she’s led Busi-
ness Finance Capital’s (BFC’s) 
rapid growth as the organization’s 
executive director for more than 
12 years.

Under Dilfer’s leadership, BFC 
has funded more than 1,000 com-
mercial real estate transactions for 
small and medium-sized businesses 
since 2012. In just the last decade, 
Dilfer has arranged more than $5 
billion in commercial and SBA 
loans, cementing her position in 
the lending community as a go-to 
business consultant, strategist and 
adviser. 

MELISSA DOWLER
Vice President; 

West Coast Retail Market Manager
Enterprise Bank & Trust

Melissa Dowler is a distin-
guished leader whose influ-
ence extends far beyond 

her title. With over 20 years of 
experience in the banking industry, 
Dowler has built a highly successful 
career grounded in excellence, 
trust, and relationship-driven 
leadership. As the vice president 
of Retail Banking for the Califor-
nia market at Enterprise Bank & 
Trust, she oversees, coaches, and 
leads branch employees throughout 
Southern California and is widely 
recognized as a woman of influence 
and inspiration.

Dowler exemplifies exceptional 
leadership through her unwav-
ering work ethic, integrity, and 
accountability. She leads by exam-
ple, holding herself and others to 
high standards while consistently 
encouraging and motivating her 
teams to grow both professionally 
and personally.

JENNIFER DAVIS
Senior Vice President, Business Development

TMC Financing

Jennifer Davis, senior vice pres-
ident of business development 
at TMC Financing, stands as a 

transformative leader in the finan-
cial services industry. With over 35 
years of experience, Davis has ded-
icated her career to empowering 
small businesses through education 
and access to capital, making a pro-
found impact on the Los Angeles 
business community.

In the last year, Davis has spear-
headed TMC Financing’s growth 
in Southern California, helping 
secure over $2 billion in SBA 504 
commercial real estate financing 
for nearly 600 small businesses. 
These projects have supported the 
creation or retention of approxi-
mately 5000 jobs, fueling economic 
development, and strengthening 
local communities. Her strategic 
leadership has expanded TMC’s 
footprint across five states, includ-
ing Hawaii, while maintaining a 
strong focus on Los Angeles.

LAURA BARON
CFO

SDS Capital Group

Laura Baron oversees all aspects 
of the SDS financial manage-
ment process, including software 

applications, project analysis, 
capital deployment, accounting 
and regulatory compliance and 
investor transparency, and helps 
guide the company’s growth and 
strategic direction. She developed 
the proprietary operational infra-
structure that effectively manages 
SDS-sponsored funds and SDS 
Advantage Services, which man-
ages cumulatively over $1 billion 
of assets. 

Baron’s staff actively monitors 
the construction progress, financial 
performance and overall business 
health for each project under man-
agement. Baron is a CPA and pre-
viously spent 12 years as a finance 
and portfolio operations executive. 
Baron developed the internal oper-
ational infrastructure to manage 
SDS’ National New Markets Fund, 
LLC. 

BARBARA BERNSTEIN
Wealth Management Advisor

Fortuna Wealth Management, Legacy 
Strategies and Insurance Solutions

Barbara Bernstein works closely 
with clients to articulate their 
goals and connect them to the 

tools that are available to bring 
those goals to fruition. With over 
a decade of experience in financial 
planning and client relationship 
management, Bernstein has honed 
her skills in guiding individuals 
towards their financial aspirations. 

Bernstein understands that 
many people are overwhelmed 
by financial complexities such as 
investment management, and even 
with success in their field, integrat-
ing their goals and their finances 
can be daunting. She helps people 
identify their most important goals 
and helps them devise a roadmap 
for getting there. Bernstein follows 
a planning philosophy which 
ensures that all plans are well-tai-
lored regarding risk tolerance, 
asset allocation, and long-term 
planning. 

SHERRY CEFALI
Managing Director

Duff & Phelps Opinions Practice 
of Kroll, LLC

Sherry Cefali is a managing 
director in the Duff & Phelps 
Opinions Practice of Kroll, 

LLC.  She is also a member of the 
firm’s Fairness & Solvency Opin-
ion Senior Review Committee.  
Cefali has been with Kroll for over 
30 years, advising companies and 
boards, rendering fairness opinions 
and solvency opinions and deter-
mining valuations of companies 
and securities.  In addition, Cefali 
is director on the board of RF 
Industries, chairs their compensa-
tion committee and is a member of 
the audit committee and nomina-
tions and governance committees.

Cefali has significant experi-
ence in REIT roll-up and REIT 
internalization transactions. Cefali 
rendered fairness opinions in the 
four largest US REIT IPO trans-
actions in history, including Lin-
eage, Paramount Group, Douglas 
Emmett and Invitation Homes.

SANDRA CHO
President; Founder

Pointwealth Capital Management

Sandra Cho is the founder 
and president of Pointwealth 
Capital Management, a bou-

tique wealth management firm 
specializing in comprehensive, 
generational wealth manage-
ment. Her firm creates custom-
ized investment portfolios and 
financial plans for clients’ unique 
situations. Cho and her team are 
clients’ go-to financial concierge 
for every aspect of their life. Cho 
believes that every successful out-
come begins with a plan, incorpo-
rates suitable strategies, and grows 
into a deep, dynamic relationship 
between advisor and client. 

Cho has been a financial advi-
sor since 2002 and started her own 
firm in 2016. She has grown the 
firm by over 400% since 2016. 
More recently, over the last 12 
months, she has doubled her staff 
as she prepares to acquire two 
practices, growing the business by 
over 80%.  

CAROL BATES
Private Wealth Advisor

Strategic View Advisors

Carol Bates has been in the 
finance industry for nearly two 
decades, bringing extensive 

experience in financial planning, 
investment management, and 
client advising. Clients trust Bates 
as their go-to resource for financial 
guidance and a compassionate, 
attentive presence. Her ability 
to empathize with each client’s 
unique circumstances allows her to 
design personalized financial plans 
that align closely with their goals 
and values. 

Bates’ deep knowledge of 
market trends and investment 
opportunities ensures that her rec-
ommendations are both informed 
and effective. She is committed 
to continuous learning, regularly 
pursuing advanced coursework and 
training to keep her strategies cur-
rent and innovative. Her transpar-
ent, approachable communication 
style helps clients feel grounded 
and confident. 
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LOCALLY 
COMMITTED. 
GLOBALLY 
SUPPORTED.
Once a client decides what they want their money 
to do, we at City National Bank can help do the rest. 
And we do it with the support of our parent company, 
RBC, one of  North America’s leading diversified 
financial services companies. Whether personal, for 
family or for business, we’ll be by your side as your 
needs evolve.

Here for every stage of the journey.

Let’s connect at cnb.com/business

City National Bank Member FDIC. City National Bank is a subsidiary of  
Royal Bank of Canada. ©2026 City National Bank. All Rights Reserved.  
cnb.com® is a registered trademark of City National Bank. 
3877300-02
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CAROLINE EPSTEIN
Partner

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
& Garrison LLP

Apartner in Paul, Weiss’ Los 
Angeles office, Caroline 
Epstein is a rising star and 

member of an elite team of 
LA-based finance lawyers rep-
resenting leading private equity 
sponsors, portfolio companies, 
and public and private borrowers 
in a variety of complex financing 
transactions, including acquisition 
financings, recapitalizations and 
refinancings. 

Epstein joined the firm in a 
mass lateral move in 2023 that 
transfixed the financial and legal 
press, and quickly established 
herself as a linchpin of the prolific 
LA-based team. Today her team 
regularly advises many of the big-
gest-name sponsors in the business 
on their most significant financing 
matters. 

BRANDY HAN
Executive Vice President, Capital Markets

City National Bank

B randy Han is executive vice 
president of Capital Markets 
at City National Bank and 

serves on the company’s Senior 
Management Team. She oversees 
loan syndications, interest rate 
risk management sales, foreign 
exchange sales, global markets 
trading and risk, and international 
banking and trade finance. She is 
based in City National’s Los Ange-
les headquarters and has worked at 
the bank for 15 years. 

After more than a decade 
working at the highest levels on 
Wall Street, Han moved to Los 
Angeles in 2010 to create City 
National Bank’s syndications team. 
Starting from scratch, she hired 
four colleagues in Los Angeles and 
New York, developed the team’s 
credit processes and systems, and 
ultimately grew the business to 
more than $6 billion in managed 
commitments.

ALYSSA HEIM
Managing Director

Kroll, LLC

A lyssa Heim is one of the young-
est managing directors within 
Kroll.  Driving for success 

among her clients and building 
brand recognition within her 
expertise of regulatory compliance 
consulting.   

Heim manages a book of busi-
ness of approximately $5 million 
dollars per year of ongoing retained 
compliance support primary among 
private equity and hedge fund 
related clients. She consistently 
looks to collaborate with col-
leagues within Kroll driving referral 
internal business and has a strong 
network within the business com-
munity of Los Angeles. She is pas-
sionate about mentoring females 
within the organization to advance 
their careers. She also spearheads 
the LA volunteer efforts within 
Kroll raising over $100k to help 
bring individuals within the com-
munity out of homelessness. 

KELLY HEINEN
Financial Advisor

Northwestern Mutual

W ith a mission to challenge 
the status quo in the finance 
industry, Kelly Heinen aims 

to redefine the narrative that 
financial advisory services are 
exclusively available to the high 
net worth. She firmly believes that 
everyone should have access to 
expert financial guidance, regard-
less of their financial standing. 
This unwavering commitment 
drives her to help clients take the 
necessary steps to build a secure 
and prosperous financial future.

Heinen’s approach to financial 
advising is deeply rooted in empa-
thy and a genuine desire to see her 
clients succeed. She promises to 
go above and beyond to provide 
strategic advice and support tai-
lored to each client’s unique needs 
and goals. Her comprehensive 
approach ensures that clients feel 
empowered and equipped to make 
informed financial decisions. 

JESSIE HALE
Founder; CEO

Vita Wealth Advisors

W ith over 18 years of expe-
rience in wealth manage-
ment, Jessie Hale is the 

founder and CEO of Vita Wealth 
Advisors, a boutique wealth man-
agement firm located in Manhat-
tan Beach. Throughout her career, 
Hale has provided expert financial 
guidance to individuals and fami-
lies, skillfully helping them navi-
gate economic cycles and achieve 
their financial goals.

Before founding Vita Wealth 
Advisors in 2024, Hale held the 
position of Senior Portfolio Advi-
sor at a leading global financial 
institution, where she managed 
over $650 million in assets. 
Today, at Vita Wealth Advisors, 
Hale’s approach is centered on a 
client-first philosophy, offering 
an individualized, comprehensive 
wealth management experience 
that focuses on each client’s best 
interests. 

Platinum Equity congratulates 
Mary Ann Sigler for being 
recognized as an LABJ woman 
of in�uence. Her wisdom, 
guidance and commitment to 
our principles have made an 
immeasurable impact on 
our �rm, our investors and the 
communities we serve.
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Business Finance Capital would like to
congratulate Jacky Dilfer, Chief Executive
Officer, for her inclusion among the
Los Angeles Business Journalʼs
2026 Women of Influence.

www.bfcfunding.com
1-800-SBA-REAL

JACKY DILFER, CEO

BUSINESS
F I N A N C E
C A P I T A L

Congratulations to

Business Finance Capital has been helping
small businesses THINK BIG since 1990.
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NEELA HUMMEL
CEO

Abacus Wealth Partners

Neela Hummel’s trajectory 
within the finance industry is 
marked by a series of accom-

plishments that underscore her 
commitment to leadership, inno-
vation, and inclusivity. Hummel’s 
professional odyssey has been a 
testament to her unwavering dedi-
cation and exceptional leadership.

One of Hummel’s most notable 
achievements is her ascent from 
an intern to the CEO of Abacus in 
2021. This rise through the ranks 
speaks volumes about her prowess in 
navigating the complexities of the 
financial landscape. Her journey is 
a beacon of inspiration for aspiring 
professionals, reflecting the possibil-
ities that unfold with competence, 
hard work, and a strategic vision. 
Throughout her tenure at Abacus, 
Hummel has not only embraced 
leadership roles but has also active-
ly shaped the company’s culture 
through transformative initiatives. 

MOLLIE KAISER
Private Wealth Advisor

Strategic View Advisors

A s a private wealth advisor, 
Mollie Kaiser develops cus-
tomized financial strategies 

designed to protect, preserve, and 
grow wealth for the clients of 
Strategic View Advisors (SVA). 
With nearly 20 years of experi-
ence in the wealth management 
industry, she supports individuals 
and families through every stage 
of their financial journeys, from 
launching their careers to build-
ing lasting legacies. Through her 
unwavering dedication and tire-
less effort, she earned the opportu-
nity to become a partner at SVA 
in 2025.

A passionate advocate for 
financial education, Kaiser brings 
her extensive knowledge to the 
center of every client interaction. 
She approaches each relationship 
with the care and attention she 
would offer a family member or 
close friend.

NISHA KANCHANAPOOMI
Partner

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

N isha Kanchanapoomi is a 
corporate partner in the Los 
Angeles office of Kirkland & 

Ellis. Her practice focuses on all 
aspects of debt financing transac-
tions, including the representation 
of private equity sponsors, hedge 
funds, public and private compa-
nies and financial institutions in 
secured and unsecured financings, 
cash flow and asset-based facilities, 
leveraged buyouts, recapitalizations, 
cross-border transactions, workouts 
and restructurings, and first-lien sec-
ond-lien, mezzanine, subordinated 
and unitranche financings. 

Kanchanapoomi is also part 
of the trailblazing elite group of 
Kirkland transactional attorneys 
who advise on novel, complex and 
high-profile liability management 
exercises. Her clients are some of 
the most notable California-based 
private equity firms and their port-
folio companies. 

NIKKI KATZ
Head, Digital Banking

Bank of America

A s head of digital at Bank of 
America, Nikki Katz leads the 
continuous evolution of the 

bank’s digital services and chan-
nels, transforming the mobile and 
online customer experience while 
delivering leading-edge capabili-
ties for its approximately 59 mil-
lion digital banking clients.

Under Katz’s leadership, her 
team has driven the continued 
development and growth of 
Erica, the industry’s first and most 
widely adopted AI-powered vir-
tual financial assistant. In 2025, 
Erica surpassed three billion total 
interactions since its 2018 launch, 
serving nearly 50 million clients 
and averaging more than 58 
million interactions each month. 
Since launch, Erica has delivered 
more than 1.7 billion proactive, 
personalized insights to clients.

AMY JOHNSON
Vice President

Perennial Financial Services

Amy Johnson has distinguished 
herself as a rising leader in the 
financial services industry by 

combining technical excellence, 
strategic insight, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to empowering 
others – particularly women and 
families – through financial edu-
cation and long-term planning. 
Her career reflects both profes-
sional achievement and a broader 
mission to elevate how financial 
advice is delivered in an industry 
where trust, empathy, and clarity 
are often underserved.

As a vice president and invest-
ment advisor at Perennial Finan-
cial Services, Johnson has built a 
reputation for delivering thought-
ful, highly customized financial 
strategies across retirement plan-
ning, investment management, 
estate planning, and tax-aware 
wealth preservation. 
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By HANNAH MADANS WELK M an agi n g Ed i tor  

T
he second phase of Anschutz Entertainment Group’s 

renovation of the Crypto.com Arena is complete.  

AEG has created eight premium spaces – 

four Tunnel Suites and four Terrace Suites 

– in the nine-figure renovation, which will 

generate hundreds of millions of dollars 

in long-term lease agreements. 

Michele Kajiwara, senior vice 

president of premium and events 

business for the Crypto.com Arena 

and Peacock Theater, said the 

small number of suites created 

a “scarcity buzz.”

October 16 – 22, 2023 • $5.00

Vol. 45, No. 42

Visit labusinessjournal.com/events/cca2023

REGISTER TODAY!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25

LIVE DIGITAL EVENT!! | 2:00PM – 3:15PM

Crescent Debuts Development Group 

Crescent Private Credit Income will invest in 

�nancially distressed entities. Page 10 

Mixed-Use Project Scores $90M Loan 

A Los Feliz project known as The Louise, right, 

received $90 million in �nancing. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 34

Please see LEGAL page 35

 By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Century City-based gene and immunother-

apy company Renov ar o Biosciences is try
ing 

to chart a new course to escape controversies 

surrounding its co-founder and inventor of its 

main drug platform. 

This co-founder, Ser hat Gum r ukcu, as of 

late Februrary remained the company’s largest 

single shareholder. But he, along with other 

parties, has been sued by the company;  the suit 

alleges he and the other parties falsified study 

data related to the drug platform. 

G umrukcu is also in custody in a separate 

case awaiting trial late next year on murder-

for-hire charges related to the killing of a for-

mer business associate in V ermont.

R enovaro is now seeking to escape these 

controversies, which company Chief E xec-

utive Mar k D y b ul characterized in a share-

holder letter earlier this year as ³significant 

challenges that would have derailed many 

companies.”

The company in early August announced 

its name change to R enovaro ( a variant of 

the Latin verb “ to renew” )  from E nochian 

Biosciences. Simultaneously, the company 

Renovaro Moves to End Controversy 

BIO TECH : Purchases Dutch 

AI company GEDI Cube. Please see BIO TECH  page 33
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LIVING

LARGE
Luxury suites star in Cypto.com 

Arena’s nine-figure renovation.

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Nearly half of Gr indr ’s 

staff left the West Hollywood 

company after being told in 

August that they needed to re-

turn to the office. But the pop-

ular LG BTQ -focused social 

and dating application is look-

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

With new rules that eliminate bail for many 

lesser crimes in Los Angeles County, the com-

panies that guarantee bails with their money are 

worried – not only about their businesses, but also 

about public safety.

Under the new regulations, most suspects of 

Grindr Seeks 

Dedicated Staff

Bail Reform 

Roils Industry

TECH : CEO wants employees 

who will work 50 hours a week.

LEGAL: Bond companies 

worry about revenue and safety. 

M A I L  T O :

COMMERCIAL REAL 

ESTATE BROKERAGE FIRMS

See page 24 

LARGEST GENERAL 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

See page 27

Vision: Crypto.com Arena’s Michele Kajiwara.

This Special Report looks at how Measure ULA, 

the so-called mansion tax, has caused property 

sales to swoon. Sean Burton, above, the CEO 

of Cityview, said that he doesn’t think voters 

understood what they were  voting on. 
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Please see REAL ESTATE page 9

CEO: Arison
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By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I
n a bid to address the funding 

d i s p a r i t y  f a c e d  by  B l a c k 

entrepreneurs in the beauty and 

wellness industry, Los Angeles-

based BrainTrus t  Founders 

S tudio LLC  announced the 

BrainTrust Fund, a planned 

$25 million venture fund 

focused on early-stage 

companies with at least 

one Black-identifying 

founder at the helm.

July 10 – 16, 2023 • $5.00

Vol. 45, No. 28
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Visit labusinessjournal.com/events/bptw2023

REGISTER TODAY for the

2023 BEST PLACES TO WORK AWARDS

Wednesday, August 9 | Biltmore Los Angeles

6:00PM-8:30PM PST

Molina Makes $510M Buy 

Long Beach-based Molina Healthcare Inc., right, to buy 

the California Medicare business of Bright Health. Page 4 
PeerStreet Files for Bankruptcy 

The El Segundo-based company �led for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy after its business decreased. Page 3

Please see H EALTH  CARE page 5

Please see D D M  page 9

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

I n the 19 9 0s, Betsy  Ber khem er - Cr e -

dair e noticed something that bothered her.

As she worked at her downtown-based 

executive recruiting f irm, Ber khem e r  

Clay ton Retained Ex ecutiv e Sear ch, she 

realized j ust how few women served on 

the boards of directors of publicly traded 

companies. She would spend years advocat-

ing for more gender parity among compa-

ny directors —  through a nonprofit called 

5 0 / 5 0  W om en on Boar ds that she now 

heads —  before becoming a leading voice 

behind a state law req uiring a certain num-

ber of women be appointed as directors for 
More Women, Now!

LAW : The push for female 

directors at a critical point.

Please see LAW  page 27
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EMPOWERED MONEY

Braintrust Founders Studio boosts minority entrepreneurs with $25 million fund.

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Culver City-based H oney -

b ee H ealth Inc., co-founded 

by J essica Nouhav andi and 

a leading provider of abortion 

pills across the country, feels 

the effects of increasing abor-

tion bans and restrictions.

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

Sawtelle-based Mir acle Mile Adv isor s LLC

has named Br uce Milam  as its fi
rst chief exec-

utive in the company’s history. He previously 

spent nine years as the chief operating officer of 

Seattle-based F r eestone Cap ital Managem ent 

LLC, tripling the firm’s assets during his tenure.

Firm Enters 

Abortion Fight

Miracle Mile 

Has First C
EO 

H EALTH  CARE: Honeybee’s 

model puts it in
 the spotlight.

Sawtelle-based firm names 

Bruce Milam to new position.

CRAFT BEER BREWERIES

Los Angeles-area craft beer 

breweries ranked by barrels 

produced in 2022

See page 15

Duo: BrainTrust 

Founders Studio 

founders Kendra 

Bracken-Ferguson, 

left, and Lisa 

Stone.

Nouhavandi

Please see FINANCE 

page 28

Liberal rules from early in the pandemic that 

allowed restaurants to extend onto sidewalks 

and streets are being pulled back by many 

municipalities. Some restaurateurs are paying to 

comply with new ordinances, but others without 

the �nancial means to do so have had to get rid 

of their once-bustling outdoor areas. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 11
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THOMAS WASPER 

Activist: Betsy Berkhemer-Credaire.
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By GINA HALL

W
hile L.A. is known for its studios 

and beaches, it also has a growing 

number of museums. The Academy Museum, 

for example, opened in 2021 in Mid-Wilshire, and the Lucas 

Museum of Narrative Art, under construction in Exposition Park, will 

serve as an educational center for the visual arts. Meanwhile, existing institutions 

like the Hammer Museum in Westwood, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

and the La Brea Tar Pits are all getting upgrades.

June 5 – 11, 2023 • $5.00

Vol. 45, No. 23

NOMINATE TODAY!

LEADERS IN HEALTH CARE

Nomination Deadline  Friday, June 16

To nominate, visit labusinessjournal.com/events/hca2023

$1.8B Regional Connector to Open

The project connecting three Metro lines, 

right, will open two years late. Page 7

Steno Raises $15M 

The legal support service provider’s series 

B round was led by Left Lane Capital. Page 3

Please see BEER page 38

Please see TECH  page 37

Please see INF RASTRU CTU RE Page 7

By GINA HALL

Beverly Hills-based luxury residential bro-

kerage The Agency  has been growing rapidly, 

adding eight new locations the first Tuarter of 

this year. I t has used unscripted TV  programs 

and a global partnership 

model to build its client 

base in a difficult time for 

home sales.

The Agency launched 

its first franchised office 

in Los Cabos, Mexico, in 

����. Much of its growth 

since has come from franchising. 

³:e really do approach the concept of 

franchising in a different way than you see 

in most industries, particularly in real estate,”  

said Rainy  H ake Austin, The Agency’s pres-

ident. ³:e¶Ye grown with the intention of 

making sure that we are expanding our inter-

national networN to accomplish our goal of 

being the most sought�after global lu[ury real 

estate company.”

The Agency Goes Big on Franchising

REAL ESTATE: Brokerage 

seeks to be a global player. Please see REAL ESTATE page 6

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

As the Los Angeles Br ewer s Guild gears 

up for its fi
rst ,ndependent Beer )estiYal in four 

years this coming weeNend� there is much for the 

local beer scene to reÀect upon.

7he festiYal� which will taNe place in /ong 

Beach� is bringing out nearly all of the ���mem-

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

As climate changes cause rough weather to 

increase across the country� different industries 

are facing new challenges and threats. 7he solar 

power industry� for e[ample� relies on physically 

fragile components that are susceptible to damage 

from storms� particularly hail.

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

The V incent Thomas Bridge, which connects 

7erminal ,sland at the 3ort of /os $ngeles 

with San 3edro and the ��� )reeway� is get-

ting an oYerhaul. 7he &alifornia 'epartment of 

Transportation will replace the road decking on 

the 60-year-old bridge.

Brewers Guild

Enters Spotlight

Hail Has New 

Nemesis: In
dji

Bridge to Get 

$700M Upgrade

BEER: Festival is group’s firs
t 

event since the pandemic hit.

TECH : Firm adds detection 

technology to software suite.

PO RTS: Vincent Thomas 

Bridge project to begin in 2025.

M A I L  T O :

MUSEUMS

L.A. County museums 

ranked by annual visitors

See page 22

THE LIST
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CULTURE CLUB
L.A. will soon have a number of new museums, and 

existing institutions are being revitalized.

Vision: A rendering of the David 

Geffen Galleries at LACMA.

Please see MUSEUMS page 13
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AltaMed Donates $15 Million 

Money will be used to build a $44 million health 

sciences college. Page 12

Activision HQ Building Sells for $166M 

JPMorgan bought the Santa Monica property, 

right, for roughly $754 a foot. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 4 3

Please see REAL ESTATE page 14

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I nvestors may be putting to rest the debate 

over the dog’s place at the dinner table. 

Hollywood-based dog food startup J inx  

Inc. secured a meaty $ 17.8 million in a Series 

B financing round last month and has plans to 

expand the distribution of a product that puts 

desiccated kibble to shame. 

While a number of local startups are trying 

to collar the pooch-pampering business, J inx is 

already generating revenue at two of the larg-

est retail chains in the country: Tar get Cor p .

and W alm ar t Inc. But this financing hopes to 

clear some additional shelf room, primarily in Fido is Living Large in LA

RETAIL: Investors keen on 

pet-pampering companies.

Please see RETAIL page 4 4
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By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Many companies using artificial intelligence 

are focused on applications in writing and com-

munications, but a Pasadena-based company is 

using AI  technology to help clients q uickly ana-

lyze complex data, and it’s sta
rting to prove itself 

interesting to clients, from small businesses all 

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Hudson Pacific Properties Inc. recently 

sold two Santa Monica office properties for a 

total of more than $ 72  million. The buildings, 

which are located at 604  Arizona Ave. and 34 01 

E xposition Blvd., are fully occupied. The buyers 

of the office buildings were not disclosed.

Virtualitics Has 

Major AI Plans

Hudson Sells 

Two Buildings

TECH : Company says it can 

crunch complex data with ease.

REAL ESTATE: Properties 

brought in more than $72M.

HOTELS

See page 20

MEETINGS & BANQUET FACILITIES

See page 27

PERFORMING ARTS VENUES

See page 30

RISING FAST
Randy’s Donuts has plans for 300 additional 

locations in foreign markets.

Cook: Mark Kelegian with a dozen 

doughnuts at Randy’s Donuts in Inglewood.

The number of hotel rooms under construction in 

the county was down by 42% during the �rst half 

of the year, compared to last year, and the number 

of hotels under construction was down 28%, 

according to Atlas Hospitality Group. This 

special report looks at reasons for the numbers.  

BEGINNING ON PAGE 15

SPECIAL REPORT HOSPITALITY

Please see FOOD page 9

By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

R
andy’s Donuts, known for its iconic giant 

doughnut visible from the 405 Freeway, is 

in growth mode and plans to sign franchise 

deals for up to 300 locations internationally by the 

end of the year.

Care: A DogDrop daycare location.
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Nominate a �nance professional in the Los Angeles region for their 

ongoing efforts as outstanding �nancial stewards today!

To nominate, please visit labusinessjournal.com/events/cfoawards

NOMINATION DEADLINE FRIDAY, JUNE 2

Santa Monica Hotel Wraps $21M Update

The Viceroy Santa Monica’s renovation, right, 

includes guestrooms and common areas. Page 11 

Arrowhead Gets $70M in Payments 

Arrowhead Pharmaceuticals Inc. received 

two payments from pharma giants. Page 10

Please see TECH  page 9 8

Please see AERO SPACE page 9 9

By ANTONIO PEQUEÑO IV 

Staff Reporter

G enesis’ new Santa Monica dealership 

marks the brand’s entrance into the West 

Coast dealership market and is the 15th loca-

tion for longstanding local dealership group 

LAcar Guy , which owns and operates the 

G enesis facility.

G enesis Santa Monica features a 30,000 

sq uare foot showroom with an open floorplan 

showcasing G enesis’s li
neup of vehicles. I t is

 

the fifth standalone retail facility in the Unit-

ed States to open in the past year. 
Genesis Opens in LA

CARS: LAcarGuy opened 

dealership in Santa Monica.

Please see CARS page 9 7
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By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

With its pending acq uisition of local video 

game developer Scop ely , Sav v y  Gam es Gr oup

is becoming a new, aggressive player in the in-

dustry.  Savvy, owned by Saudi Arabia’s Pub lic 

Inv estm ent F und, agreed April 5 to purchase the 

Culver City mobile game maker for $ 4 .9  billion. 

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Was there life on Mars?

This is one of the q uestions that the Mars 

Sample R eturn mission seeks to answer. The 

mission is being led by the J et Pr op ulsion 

Lab or ator y , which is managed by the Pasa-

dena-based Califor nia Institute of Technolo-

Scopely Sells 

for $4.9 Billion

JPL Lands 

Fed Funding

TECH : Saudi Arabia group to 

purchase video game maker.

AERO SPACE: Group gears 

up for Mars return mission.

M A I L  T O :

TEMPORARY 

PLACEMENT FIRMS

See page 16

RETAINED EXECUTIVE 

SEARCH FIRMS

See page 17

Leaders: Somos 

Group’s Kira Conlon 

and Alfred Fraijo Jr.

Please see LAW page 6

Dealer: Genesis’ new dealership in Santa 

Monica run by LAcarGuy.

The hiring world has been in turmoil with mass 

resignations and layoffs. And some unexpected 

demands have resulted. Michele Gil, managing 

partner at executive search �rm Chrisman 

& Co., and others discuss current needs and 

concerns, such as succession planning. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13

SPECIAL REPORT HIRING

SOMOS SOARS

New firm offers legal and consulting services.

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

D
owntown-based boutique firm Somos

Group, which opened its doors recently, 

of fers both legal land use help and 

consulting services to its clients.
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Public Storage Plans $2.2B Buy 

Public Storage, right, entered an agreement 

to acquire Simply Self Storage. Page 4 

PacWest Deal May Face Hurdles 

Merger with Banc of California would 

create entity valued at $36 billion. Page 3 

Please see BANKING page 63

Please see ELECTRIC page 61

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Thousands of L.A.’s apartment owners 

say they’ve been hurt by the city’s rent freeze 

and will continue to suffer if it’
s extended. 

For example:

Matthew Millen is a 76-year-old veteran 

who manages several mul-

tifamily properties in Santa 

Monica and San Pedro as 

his retirement plan. After 

his foster son’s wife died 

of breast cancer last fall, 

Millen took on the extra 

responsibility of trying to 

help support him and his three kids – ages 8, 

10 and 13. Millen resides in one of his own 

five-unit rental buildings in Santa Monica.

Vlad Polischuk grew up in Ukraine under 

communism and moved with his family to 

Los Angeles in pursuit of a prosperous life. 

He owns owns three single-family homes in 

Palmdale and has nine units across two apart-

ments in North Hollywood. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Scott 

Rosenfeld got into the apartment business 

fresh out of college. His company is L.A. 

Landlords: Ordinance Killing Us

REAL ESTATE: Group says 

due process being deprived.
Please see REAL ESTATE page 62
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RECIPE FOR HEALING

Monterey Park restaurateurs attempt to move forward 

as community deals with aftermath of deadly shooting.

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

The Los Angeles Office of the Treasurer 

manages billions in a general investment pool. 

With stakes primarily in the U.S. Treasury and 

multinational corporations, the bureaucratic 

office’s website describes its in
vestment strategy 

with one word: prudent.

This safe, methodical approach grew the 

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Sawtelle-based electric vehicle public 

charging station developer EVgo Inc. should be 

a dream company for investors. 

Contract orders for charging stations have 

come in at a steady clip, giving the company 

a pipeline of some 3,500 stations. That’s more 

City Considers 

A Public Bank

EVgo Lands 

$14M Contract

BANKING: Council funded 

feasibility report last month.

ELECTRIC: It’s p
ushing to

be a major EV charging player.

M A I L  T O :

LARGEST PUBLIC 

COMPANIES

L.A.-area public companies ranked by 

market capitalization as of June 30

See page 16

THE LIST

TOP RANKINGS

2023

Millen

Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Many of L.A.’s largest publicly traded companies 

had a dif�cult year, with 63 of the top 100 

posting net drops in the total value of their 

stock for the year ending June 30. This Special 

Report looks at some of the biggest gainers and 

decliners in the market. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13

SPECIAL REPORT

LARGEST PUBLIC COMPANIES

SEE HOSPITALITY PAGE 5
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By HANNAH MADANS WELK M an agi n g Ed i tor  

T
he second phase of Anschutz Entertainment Group’s 

renovation of the Crypto.com Arena is complete.  

AEG has created eight premium spaces – 

four Tunnel Suites and four Terrace Suites 

– in the nine-figure renovation, which will 

generate hundreds of millions of dollars 

in long-term lease agreements. 

Michele Kajiwara, senior vice 

president of premium and events 

business for the Crypto.com Arena 

and Peacock Theater, said the 

small number of suites created 

a “scarcity buzz.”

October 16 – 22, 2023 • $5.00

Vol. 45, No. 42

Visit labusinessjournal.com/events/cca2023

REGISTER TODAY!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25

LIVE DIGITAL EVENT!! | 2:00PM – 3:15PM

Crescent Debuts Development Group 

Crescent Private Credit Income will invest in 

�nancially distressed entities. Page 10 

Mixed-Use Project Scores $90M Loan 

A Los Feliz project known as The Louise, right, 

received $90 million in �nancing. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 34

Please see LEGAL page 35

 By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Century City-based gene and immunother-

apy company Renov ar o Biosciences is try
ing 

to chart a new course to escape controversies 

surrounding its co-founder and inventor of its 

main drug platform. 

This co-founder, Ser hat Gum r ukcu, as of 

late Februrary remained the company’s largest 

single shareholder. But he, along with other 

parties, has been sued by the company;  the suit 

alleges he and the other parties falsified study 

data related to the drug platform. 

G umrukcu is also in custody in a separate 

case awaiting trial late next year on murder-

for-hire charges related to the killing of a for-

mer business associate in V ermont.

R enovaro is now seeking to escape these 

controversies, which company Chief E xec-

utive Mar k D y b ul characterized in a share-

holder letter earlier this year as ³significant 

challenges that would have derailed many 

companies.”

The company in early August announced 

its name change to R enovaro ( a variant of 

the Latin verb “ to renew” )  from E nochian 

Biosciences. Simultaneously, the company 

Renovaro Moves to End Controversy 

BIO TECH : Purchases Dutch 

AI company GEDI Cube. Please see BIO TECH  page 33
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LIVING

LARGE
Luxury suites star in Cypto.com 

Arena’s nine-figure renovation.

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Nearly half of Gr indr ’s 

staff left the West Hollywood 

company after being told in 

August that they needed to re-

turn to the office. But the pop-

ular LG BTQ -focused social 

and dating application is look-

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

With new rules that eliminate bail for many 

lesser crimes in Los Angeles County, the com-

panies that guarantee bails with their money are 

worried – not only about their businesses, but also 

about public safety.

Under the new regulations, most suspects of 

Grindr Seeks 

Dedicated Staff

Bail Reform 

Roils Industry

TECH : CEO wants employees 

who will work 50 hours a week.

LEGAL: Bond companies 

worry about revenue and safety. 

M A I L  T O :

COMMERCIAL REAL 

ESTATE BROKERAGE FIRMS

See page 24 

LARGEST GENERAL 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

See page 27

Vision: Crypto.com Arena’s Michele Kajiwara.

This Special Report looks at how Measure ULA, 

the so-called mansion tax, has caused property 

sales to swoon. Sean Burton, above, the CEO 

of Cityview, said that he doesn’t think voters 

understood what they were  voting on. 
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Please see REAL ESTATE page 9

CEO: Arison
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By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I
n a bid to address the funding 

d i s p a r i t y  f a c e d  by  B l a c k 

entrepreneurs in the beauty and 

wellness industry, Los Angeles-

based BrainTrus t  Founders 

S tudio LLC  announced the 

BrainTrust Fund, a planned 

$25 million venture fund 

focused on early-stage 

companies with at least 

one Black-identifying 

founder at the helm.

July 10 – 16, 2023 • $5.00

Vol. 45, No. 28
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REGISTER TODAY for the

2023 BEST PLACES TO WORK AWARDS

Wednesday, August 9 | Biltmore Los Angeles

6:00PM-8:30PM PST

Molina Makes $510M Buy 

Long Beach-based Molina Healthcare Inc., right, to buy 

the California Medicare business of Bright Health. Page 4 
PeerStreet Files for Bankruptcy 

The El Segundo-based company �led for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy after its business decreased. Page 3

Please see H EALTH  CARE page 5

Please see D D M  page 9

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

I n the 19 9 0s, Betsy  Ber khem er - Cr e -

dair e noticed something that bothered her.

As she worked at her downtown-based 

executive recruiting f irm, Ber khem e r  

Clay ton Retained Ex ecutiv e Sear ch, she 

realized j ust how few women served on 

the boards of directors of publicly traded 

companies. She would spend years advocat-

ing for more gender parity among compa-

ny directors —  through a nonprofit called 

5 0 / 5 0  W om en on Boar ds that she now 

heads —  before becoming a leading voice 

behind a state law req uiring a certain num-

ber of women be appointed as directors for 
More Women, Now!

LAW : The push for female 

directors at a critical point.

Please see LAW  page 27
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EMPOWERED MONEY

Braintrust Founders Studio boosts minority entrepreneurs with $25 million fund.

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Culver City-based H oney -

b ee H ealth Inc., co-founded 

by J essica Nouhav andi and 

a leading provider of abortion 

pills across the country, feels 

the effects of increasing abor-

tion bans and restrictions.

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

Sawtelle-based Mir acle Mile Adv isor s LLC

has named Br uce Milam  as its fi
rst chief exec-

utive in the company’s history. He previously 

spent nine years as the chief operating officer of 

Seattle-based F r eestone Cap ital Managem ent 

LLC, tripling the firm’s assets during his tenure.

Firm Enters 

Abortion Fight

Miracle Mile 

Has First C
EO 

H EALTH  CARE: Honeybee’s 

model puts it in
 the spotlight.

Sawtelle-based firm names 

Bruce Milam to new position.

CRAFT BEER BREWERIES

Los Angeles-area craft beer 

breweries ranked by barrels 

produced in 2022

See page 15

Duo: BrainTrust 

Founders Studio 

founders Kendra 

Bracken-Ferguson, 

left, and Lisa 

Stone.

Nouhavandi

Please see FINANCE 

page 28

Liberal rules from early in the pandemic that 

allowed restaurants to extend onto sidewalks 

and streets are being pulled back by many 

municipalities. Some restaurateurs are paying to 

comply with new ordinances, but others without 

the �nancial means to do so have had to get rid 

of their once-bustling outdoor areas. 
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THOMAS WASPER 

Activist: Betsy Berkhemer-Credaire.
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By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I
n a bid to address the funding 

d i s p a r i t y  f a c e d  by  B l a c k

entrepreneurs in the beauty and 

wellness industry, Los Angeles-

based BrainTrus t  Founders 

S tudio LLC announced the 

BrainTrust Fund, a planned 

$25 million venture fund 

focused on early-stage 

companies with at least 

one Black-identifying 

founder at the helm.
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Molina Makes $510M Buy 

Long Beach-based Molina Healthcare Inc., right, to buy 

the California Medicare business of Bright Health. Page 4 
PeerStreet Files for Bankruptcy 

The El Segundo-based company �led for Chapter 11

bankruptcy after its business decreased. Page 3

Please see H EALTH  CARE page 5

Please see D D M  page 9

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

I n the 19 9 0s, Betsy  Ber khem er - Cr e -

dair e noticed something that bothered her.

As she worked at her downtown-based 

executive recruiting f irm, Ber khem e r

Clay ton Retained Ex ecutiv e Sear ch, she 

realized j ust how few women served on 

the boards of directors of publicly traded 

companies. She would spend years advocat-

ing for more gender parity among compa-

ny directors —  through a nonprofit called 

5 0 / 5 0  W om en on Boar ds that she now

heads —  before becoming a leading voice 

behind a state law req uiring a certain num-

ber of women be appointed as directors for 
More Women, Now!

LAW : The push for female 

directors at a critical point.

Please see LAW  page 27
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EMPOWERED MONEY

Braintrust Founders Studio boosts minority entrepreneurs with $25 million fund.

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Culver City-based H oney -

b ee H ealth Inc., co-founded 

by J essica Nouhav andi and 

a leading provider of abortion 

pills across the country, feels 

the effects of increasing abor-

tion bans and restrictions.

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

Sawtelle-based Mir acle Mile Adv isor s LLC

has named Br uce Milam  as its fi
rst chief exec-

utive in the company’s history. He previously 

spent nine years as the chief operating officer of

Seattle-based F r eestone Cap ital Managem ent 

LLC, tripling the firm’s assets during his tenure.

Firm Enters 

Abortion Fight

Miracle Mile 

Has First C
EO 

H EALTH  CARE: Honeybee’s 

model puts it in
 the spotlight.

Sawtelle-based firm names 

Bruce Milam to new position.

CRAFT BEER BREWERIES

Los Angeles-area craft beer 

breweries ranked by barrels 

produced in 2022

See page 15

Duo: BrainTrust 

Founders Studio

founders Kendra

Bracken-Ferguson, 

left, and Lisa 

Stone.

Nouhavandi

Please see FINANCE 

page 28

Liberal rules from early in the pandemic that

allowed restaurants to extend onto sidewalks 

and streets are being pulled back by many

municipalities. Some restaurateurs are paying to 

comply with new ordinances, but others without 

the �nancial means to do so have had to get rid 

of their once-bustling outdoor areas.
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By GINA HALL

W
hile L.A. is known for its studios 

and beaches, it also has a growing 

number of museums. The Academy Museum, 

for example, opened in 2021 in Mid-Wilshire, and the Lucas 

Museum of Narrative Art, under construction in Exposition Park, will 

serve as an educational center for the visual arts. Meanwhile, existing institutions 

like the Hammer Museum in Westwood, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

and the La Brea Tar Pits are all getting upgrades.
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$1.8B Regional Connector to Open

The project connecting three Metro lines, 

right, will open two years late. Page 7

Steno Raises $15M 

The legal support service provider’s series 

B round was led by Left Lane Capital. Page 3

Please see BEER page 38

Please see TECH  page 37

Please see INF RASTRU CTU RE Page 7

By GINA HALL

Beverly Hills-based luxury residential bro-

kerage The Agency  has been growing rapidly, 

adding eight new locations the first Tuarter of 

this year. I t has used unscripted TV  programs 

and a global partnership 

model to build its client 

base in a difficult time for 

home sales.

The Agency launched 

its first franchised office 

in Los Cabos, Mexico, in 

����. Much of its growth 

since has come from franchising. 

³:e really do approach the concept of 

franchising in a different way than you see 

in most industries, particularly in real estate,”  

said Rainy  H ake Austin, The Agency’s pres-

ident. ³:e¶Ye grown with the intention of 

making sure that we are expanding our inter-

national networN to accomplish our goal of 

being the most sought�after global lu[ury real 

estate company.”

The Agency Goes Big on Franchising

REAL ESTATE: Brokerage 

seeks to be a global player. Please see REAL ESTATE page 6

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

As the Los Angeles Br ewer s Guild gears 

up for its fi
rst ,ndependent Beer )estiYal in four 

years this coming weeNend� there is much for the 

local beer scene to reÀect upon.

7he festiYal� which will taNe place in /ong 

Beach� is bringing out nearly all of the ���mem-

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

As climate changes cause rough weather to 

increase across the country� different industries 

are facing new challenges and threats. 7he solar 

power industry� for e[ample� relies on physically 

fragile components that are susceptible to damage 

from storms� particularly hail.

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

The V incent Thomas Bridge, which connects 

7erminal ,sland at the 3ort of /os $ngeles 

with San 3edro and the ��� )reeway� is get-

ting an oYerhaul. 7he &alifornia 'epartment of 

Transportation will replace the road decking on 

the 60-year-old bridge.

Brewers Guild

Enters Spotlight

Hail Has New 

Nemesis: In
dji

Bridge to Get 

$700M Upgrade

BEER: Festival is group’s firs
t 

event since the pandemic hit.

TECH : Firm adds detection 

technology to software suite.

PO RTS: Vincent Thomas 

Bridge project to begin in 2025.

M A I L  T O :

MUSEUMS

L.A. County museums 

ranked by annual visitors

See page 22

THE LIST

TOP RANKINGS

2023

CULTURE CLUB
L.A. will soon have a number of new museums, and 

existing institutions are being revitalized.

Vision: A rendering of the David 

Geffen Galleries at LACMA.

Please see MUSEUMS page 13

Austin
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AltaMed Donates $15 Million 

Money will be used to build a $44 million health 

sciences college. Page 12

Activision HQ Building Sells for $166M 

JPMorgan bought the Santa Monica property, 

right, for roughly $754 a foot. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 4 3

Please see REAL ESTATE page 14

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I nvestors may be putting to rest the debate 

over the dog’s place at the dinner table. 

Hollywood-based dog food startup J inx  

Inc. secured a meaty $ 17.8 million in a Series 

B financing round last month and has plans to 

expand the distribution of a product that puts 

desiccated kibble to shame. 

While a number of local startups are trying 

to collar the pooch-pampering business, J inx is 

already generating revenue at two of the larg-

est retail chains in the country: Tar get Cor p .

and W alm ar t Inc. But this financing hopes to 

clear some additional shelf room, primarily in Fido is Living Large in LA

RETAIL: Investors keen on 

pet-pampering companies.

Please see RETAIL page 4 4
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By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Many companies using artificial intelligence 

are focused on applications in writing and com-

munications, but a Pasadena-based company is 

using AI  technology to help clients q uickly ana-

lyze complex data, and it’s sta
rting to prove itself 

interesting to clients, from small businesses all

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Hudson Pacific Properties Inc. recently

sold two Santa Monica office properties for a 

total of more than $ 72  million. The buildings, 

which are located at 604  Arizona Ave. and 34 01 

E xposition Blvd., are fully occupied. The buyers 

of the office buildings were not disclosed.

Virtualitics Has 

Major AI Plans

Hudson Sells 

Two Buildings

TECH : Company says it can 

crunch complex data with ease.

REAL ESTATE: Properties 

brought in more than $72M.

HOTELS

See page 20

MEETINGS & BANQUET FACILITIES

See page 27

PERFORMING ARTS VENUES

See page 30

RISING FAST
Randy’s Donuts has plans for 300 additional 

locations in foreign markets.

Cook: Mark Kelegian with a dozen 

doughnuts at Randy’s Donuts in Inglewood.

The number of hotel rooms under construction in 

the county was down by 42% during the �rst half 

of the year, compared to last year, and the number 

of hotels under construction was down 28%, 

according to Atlas Hospitality Group. This 

special report looks at reasons for the numbers.  

BEGINNING ON PAGE 15

SPECIAL REPORT HOSPITALITY

Please see FOOD page 9

By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

R
andy’s Donuts, known for its iconic giant 

doughnut visible from the 405 Freeway, is 

in growth mode and plans to sign franchise 

deals for up to 300 locations internationally by the

end of the year.

Care: A DogDrop daycare location.
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Santa Monica Hotel Wraps $21M Update

The Viceroy Santa Monica’s renovation, right, 

includes guestrooms and common areas. Page 11 

Arrowhead Gets $70M in Payments 

Arrowhead Pharmaceuticals Inc. received 

two payments from pharma giants. Page 10

Please see TECH  page 9 8

Please see AERO SPACE page 9 9

By ANTONIO PEQUEÑO IV 

Staff Reporter

G enesis’ new Santa Monica dealership 

marks the brand’s entrance into the West 

Coast dealership market and is the 15th loca-

tion for longstanding local dealership group 

LAcar Guy , which owns and operates the 

G enesis facility.

G enesis Santa Monica features a 30,000 

sq uare foot showroom with an open floorplan 

showcasing G enesis’s li
neup of vehicles. I t is

 

the fifth standalone retail facility in the Unit-

ed States to open in the past year. 
Genesis Opens in LA

CARS: LAcarGuy opened 

dealership in Santa Monica.

Please see CARS page 9 7
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By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

With its pending acq uisition of local video 

game developer Scop ely , Sav v y  Gam es Gr oup

is becoming a new, aggressive player in the in-

dustry.  Savvy, owned by Saudi Arabia’s Pub lic 

Inv estm ent F und, agreed April 5 to purchase the 

Culver City mobile game maker for $ 4 .9  billion. 

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Was there life on Mars?

This is one of the q uestions that the Mars 

Sample R eturn mission seeks to answer. The 

mission is being led by the J et Pr op ulsion 

Lab or ator y , which is managed by the Pasa-

dena-based Califor nia Institute of Technolo-

Scopely Sells 

for $4.9 Billion

JPL Lands 

Fed Funding

TECH : Saudi Arabia group to 

purchase video game maker.

AERO SPACE: Group gears 

up for Mars return mission.

M A I L  T O :

TEMPORARY 

PLACEMENT FIRMS

See page 16

RETAINED EXECUTIVE 

SEARCH FIRMS

See page 17

Leaders: Somos 

Group’s Kira Conlon 

and Alfred Fraijo Jr.

Please see LAW page 6

Dealer: Genesis’ new dealership in Santa 

Monica run by LAcarGuy.

The hiring world has been in turmoil with mass 

resignations and layoffs. And some unexpected 

demands have resulted. Michele Gil, managing 

partner at executive search �rm Chrisman 

& Co., and others discuss current needs and 

concerns, such as succession planning. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13

SPECIAL REPORT HIRING

SOMOS SOARS

New firm offers legal and consulting services.

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

D
owntown-based boutique firm Somos 

Group, which opened its doors recently, 

of fers both legal land use help and 

consulting services to its clients.

THE LIST

TOP RANKINGS

2023

001_COVER+jumps (97-99).indd   1

4/13/23   5:12 PM

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F B U S I N E S S ™

L A B U S I N E S S J O U R N A L . C O M

LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL

Vol. 45, No. 31

July 31 – August 6, 2023 • $5.00

REGISTER TODAY!

Join us in honoring health care professionals in the LA area.

Register at labusinessjournal.com/events/hca2023

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23

The Biltmore Los Angeles | 506 S. Grand Ave.

11:00AM - 2:00PM PST

Public Storage Plans $2.2B Buy 

Public Storage, right, entered an agreement 

to acquire Simply Self Storage. Page 4 

PacWest Deal May Face Hurdles 

Merger with Banc of California would 

create entity valued at $36 billion. Page 3 

Please see BANKING page 63

Please see ELECTRIC page 61

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Thousands of L.A.’s apartment owners 

say they’ve been hurt by the city’s rent freeze 

and will continue to suffer if it’
s extended.

For example:

Matthew Millen is a 76-year-old veteran 

who manages several mul-

tifamily properties in Santa 

Monica and San Pedro as

his retirement plan. After 

his foster son’s wife died 

of breast cancer last fall, 

Millen took on the extra 

responsibility of trying to

help support him and his three kids – ages 8, 

10 and 13. Millen resides in one of his own 

five-unit rental buildings in Santa Monica.

Vlad Polischuk grew up in Ukraine under 

communism and moved with his family to 

Los Angeles in pursuit of a prosperous life. 

He owns owns three single-family homes in 

Palmdale and has nine units across two apart-

ments in North Hollywood. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Scott 

Rosenfeld got into the apartment business 

fresh out of college. His company is L.A. 

Landlords: Ordinance Killing Us

REAL ESTATE: Group says 

due process being deprived.
Please see REAL ESTATE page 62
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RECIPE FOR HEALING

Monterey Park restaurateurs attempt to move forward 

as community deals with aftermath of deadly shooting.

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

The Los Angeles Office of the Treasurer

manages billions in a general investment pool. 

With stakes primarily in the U.S. Treasury and

multinational corporations, the bureaucratic 

office’s website describes its in
vestment strategy 

with one word: prudent.

This safe, methodical approach grew the 

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Sawtelle-based electric vehicle public 

charging station developer EVgo Inc. should be

a dream company for investors. 

Contract orders for charging stations have 

come in at a steady clip, giving the company

a pipeline of some 3,500 stations. That’s more 

City Considers 

A Public Bank

EVgo Lands 

$14M Contract

BANKING: Council funded 

feasibility report last month.

ELECTRIC: It’s p
ushing to

be a major EV charging player.

M A I L  T O :

LARGEST PUBLIC 

COMPANIES

L.A.-area public companies ranked by 

market capitalization as of June 30

See page 16

THE LIST

TOP RANKINGS

2023

Millen

Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Many of L.A.’s largest publicly traded companies 

had a dif�cult year, with 63 of the top 100 

posting net drops in the total value of their 

stock for the year ending June 30. This Special 

Report looks at some of the biggest gainers and 

decliners in the market. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13

SPECIAL REPORT

LARGEST PUBLIC COMPANIES

SEE HOSPITALITY PAGE 5RECIPE FOR HEALING

Monterey Park restaurateurs attempt to move forward 

as community deals with aftermath of deadly shooting.

Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

SEE HOSPITALITY PAGE 5
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AltaMed Donates $15 Million 

Money will be used to build a $44 million health 

sciences college. Page 12

Activision HQ Building Sells for $166M 

JPMorgan bought the Santa Monica property, 

right, for roughly $754 a foot. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 4 3

Please see REAL ESTATE page 14

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I nvestors may be putting to rest the debate 

over the dog’s place at the dinner table. 

Hollywood-based dog food startup J inx  

Inc. secured a meaty $ 17.8 million in a Series 

B financing round last month and has plans to 

expand the distribution of a product that puts 

desiccated kibble to shame. 

While a number of local startups are trying 

to collar the pooch-pampering business, J inx is 

already generating revenue at two of the larg-

est retail chains in the country: Tar get Cor p .

and W alm ar t Inc. But this financing hopes to 

clear some additional shelf room, primarily in Fido is Living Large in LA

RETAIL: Investors keen on 

pet-pampering companies.

Please see RETAIL page 4 4
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By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Many companies using artificial intelligence 

are focused on applications in writing and com-

munications, but a Pasadena-based company is 

using AI  technology to help clients q uickly ana-

lyze complex data, and it’s sta
rting to prove itself 

interesting to clients, from small businesses all 

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Hudson Pacific Properties Inc. recently 

sold two Santa Monica office properties for a 

total of more than $ 72  million. The buildings, 

which are located at 604  Arizona Ave. and 34 01 

E xposition Blvd., are fully occupied. The buyers 

of the office buildings were not disclosed.

Virtualitics Has 

Major AI Plans

Hudson Sells 

Two Buildings

TECH : Company says it can 

crunch complex data with ease.

REAL ESTATE: Properties 

brought in more than $72M.

HOTELS

See page 20

MEETINGS & BANQUET FACILITIES

See page 27

PERFORMING ARTS VENUES

See page 30

RISING FAST
Randy’s Donuts has plans for 300 additional 

locations in foreign markets.

Cook: Mark Kelegian with a dozen 

doughnuts at Randy’s Donuts in Inglewood.

The number of hotel rooms under construction in 

the county was down by 42% during the �rst half 

of the year, compared to last year, and the number 

of hotels under construction was down 28%, 

according to Atlas Hospitality Group. This 

special report looks at reasons for the numbers.  

BEGINNING ON PAGE 15
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Please see FOOD page 9

By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

R
andy’s Donuts, known for its iconic giant 

doughnut visible from the 405 Freeway, is 

in growth mode and plans to sign franchise 

deals for up to 300 locations internationally by the 

end of the year.

Care: A DogDrop daycare location.
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Santa Monica Hotel Wraps $21M Update

The Viceroy Santa Monica’s renovation, right, 

includes guestrooms and common areas. Page 11 

Arrowhead Gets $70M in Payments 

Arrowhead Pharmaceuticals Inc. received 

two payments from pharma giants. Page 10

Please see TECH  page 9 8

Please see AERO SPACE page 9 9

By ANTONIO PEQUEÑO IV 

Staff Reporter

G enesis’ new Santa Monica dealership 

marks the brand’s entrance into the West 

Coast dealership market and is the 15th loca-

tion for longstanding local dealership group 

LAcar Guy , which owns and operates the 

G enesis facility.

G enesis Santa Monica features a 30,000 

sq uare foot showroom with an open floorplan 

showcasing G enesis’s li
neup of vehicles. I t is

 

the fifth standalone retail facility in the Unit-

ed States to open in the past year. 
Genesis Opens in LA

CARS: LAcarGuy opened 

dealership in Santa Monica.

Please see CARS page 9 7
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By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

With its pending acq uisition of local video 

game developer Scop ely , Sav v y  Gam es Gr oup

is becoming a new, aggressive player in the in-

dustry.  Savvy, owned by Saudi Arabia’s Pub lic 

Inv estm ent F und, agreed April 5 to purchase the 

Culver City mobile game maker for $ 4 .9  billion. 

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Was there life on Mars?

This is one of the q uestions that the Mars 

Sample R eturn mission seeks to answer. The 

mission is being led by the J et Pr op ulsion 

Lab or ator y , which is managed by the Pasa-

dena-based Califor nia Institute of Technolo-

Scopely Sells 

for $4.9 Billion

JPL Lands 

Fed Funding

TECH : Saudi Arabia group to 

purchase video game maker.

AERO SPACE: Group gears 

up for Mars return mission.

M A I L  T O :

TEMPORARY 

PLACEMENT FIRMS

See page 16

RETAINED EXECUTIVE 

SEARCH FIRMS

See page 17

Leaders: Somos 

Group’s Kira Conlon 

and Alfred Fraijo Jr.

Please see LAW page 6

Dealer: Genesis’ new dealership in Santa 

Monica run by LAcarGuy.

The hiring world has been in turmoil with mass 

resignations and layoffs. And some unexpected 

demands have resulted. Michele Gil, managing 

partner at executive search �rm Chrisman 

& Co., and others discuss current needs and 

concerns, such as succession planning. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13
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SOMOS SOARS

New firm offers legal and consulting services.

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

D
owntown-based boutique firm Somos 

Group, which opened its doors recently, 

of fers both legal land use help and 

consulting services to its clients.
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Public Storage Plans $2.2B Buy 

Public Storage, right, entered an agreement 

to acquire Simply Self Storage. Page 4 

PacWest Deal May Face Hurdles 

Merger with Banc of California would 

create entity valued at $36 billion. Page 3 

Please see BANKING page 63

Please see ELECTRIC page 61

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Thousands of L.A.’s apartment owners 

say they’ve been hurt by the city’s rent freeze 

and will continue to suffer if it’
s extended. 

For example:

Matthew Millen is a 76-year-old veteran 

who manages several mul-

tifamily properties in Santa 

Monica and San Pedro as 

his retirement plan. After 

his foster son’s wife died 

of breast cancer last fall, 

Millen took on the extra 

responsibility of trying to 

help support him and his three kids – ages 8, 

10 and 13. Millen resides in one of his own 

five-unit rental buildings in Santa Monica.

Vlad Polischuk grew up in Ukraine under 

communism and moved with his family to 

Los Angeles in pursuit of a prosperous life. 

He owns owns three single-family homes in 

Palmdale and has nine units across two apart-

ments in North Hollywood. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Scott 

Rosenfeld got into the apartment business 

fresh out of college. His company is L.A. 

Landlords: Ordinance Killing Us

REAL ESTATE: Group says 

due process being deprived.
Please see REAL ESTATE page 62
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RECIPE FOR HEALING

Monterey Park restaurateurs attempt to move forward 

as community deals with aftermath of deadly shooting.

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

The Los Angeles Office of the Treasurer 

manages billions in a general investment pool. 

With stakes primarily in the U.S. Treasury and 

multinational corporations, the bureaucratic 

office’s website describes its in
vestment strategy 

with one word: prudent.

This safe, methodical approach grew the 

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Sawtelle-based electric vehicle public 

charging station developer EVgo Inc. should be 

a dream company for investors. 

Contract orders for charging stations have 

come in at a steady clip, giving the company 

a pipeline of some 3,500 stations. That’s more 

City Considers 

A Public Bank

EVgo Lands 

$14M Contract

BANKING: Council funded 

feasibility report last month.

ELECTRIC: It’s p
ushing to

be a major EV charging player.

M A I L  T O :

LARGEST PUBLIC 

COMPANIES

L.A.-area public companies ranked by 

market capitalization as of June 30

See page 16
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Millen

Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Many of L.A.’s largest publicly traded companies 

had a dif�cult year, with 63 of the top 100 

posting net drops in the total value of their 

stock for the year ending June 30. This Special 

Report looks at some of the biggest gainers and 

decliners in the market. 
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Monterey Park restaurateurs attempt to move forward 

as community deals with aftermath of deadly shooting.

Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

SEE HOSPITALITY PAGE 5
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By GINA HALL

W
hile L.A. is known for its studios 

and beaches, it also has a growing 

number of museums. The Academy Museum, 

for example, opened in 2021 in Mid-Wilshire, and the Lucas 

Museum of Narrative Art, under construction in Exposition Park, will 

serve as an educational center for the visual arts. Meanwhile, existing institutions 

like the Hammer Museum in Westwood, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

and the La Brea Tar Pits are all getting upgrades.
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$1.8B Regional Connector to Open

The project connecting three Metro lines, 

right, will open two years late. Page 7

Steno Raises $15M 

The legal support service provider’s series 

B round was led by Left Lane Capital. Page 3

Please see BEER page 38

Please see TECH  page 37

Please see INF RASTRU CTU RE Page 7

By GINA HALL

Beverly Hills-based luxury residential bro-

kerage The Agency  has been growing rapidly, 

adding eight new locations the first Tuarter of 

this year. I t has used unscripted TV  programs 

and a global partnership 

model to build its client 

base in a difficult time for 

home sales.

The Agency launched 

its first franchised office 

in Los Cabos, Mexico, in 

����. Much of its growth 

since has come from franchising. 

³:e really do approach the concept of 

franchising in a different way than you see 

in most industries, particularly in real estate,”  

said Rainy  H ake Austin, The Agency’s pres-

ident. ³:e¶Ye grown with the intention of 

making sure that we are expanding our inter-

national networN to accomplish our goal of 

being the most sought�after global lu[ury real 

estate company.”

The Agency Goes Big on Franchising

REAL ESTATE: Brokerage 

seeks to be a global player. Please see REAL ESTATE page 6

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

As the Los Angeles Br ewer s Guild gears 

up for its fi
rst ,ndependent Beer )estiYal in four 

years this coming weeNend� there is much for the 

local beer scene to reÀect upon.

7he festiYal� which will taNe place in /ong 

Beach� is bringing out nearly all of the ���mem-

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

As climate changes cause rough weather to 

increase across the country� different industries 

are facing new challenges and threats. 7he solar 

power industry� for e[ample� relies on physically 

fragile components that are susceptible to damage 

from storms� particularly hail.

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

The V incent Thomas Bridge, which connects 

7erminal ,sland at the 3ort of /os $ngeles 

with San 3edro and the ��� )reeway� is get-

ting an oYerhaul. 7he &alifornia 'epartment of 

Transportation will replace the road decking on 

the 60-year-old bridge.

Brewers Guild

Enters Spotlight

Hail Has New 

Nemesis: In
dji

Bridge to Get 

$700M Upgrade

BEER: Festival is group’s firs
t 

event since the pandemic hit.

TECH : Firm adds detection 

technology to software suite.

PO RTS: Vincent Thomas 

Bridge project to begin in 2025.

M A I L  T O :

MUSEUMS

L.A. County museums 

ranked by annual visitors

See page 22
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CULTURE CLUB
L.A. will soon have a number of new museums, and 

existing institutions are being revitalized.

Vision: A rendering of the David 

Geffen Galleries at LACMA.

Please see MUSEUMS page 13

Austin

001_COVER+Jumps (37-39).indd   1

6/1/23   5:08 PM

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B U S I N E S S ™

L A B U S I N E S S J O U R N A L . C O M

LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL

By GINA HALL

W
hile L.A. is known for its studios 

and beaches, it also has a growing 

number of museums. The Academy Museum, 

for example, opened in 2021 in Mid-Wilshire, and the Lucas 

Museum of Narrative Art, under construction in Exposition Park, will 

serve as an educational center for the visual arts. Meanwhile, existing institutions 

like the Hammer Museum in Westwood, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

and the La Brea Tar Pits are all getting upgrades.

June 5 – 11, 2023 • $5.00
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NOMINATE TODAY!

LEADERS IN HEALTH CARE

Nomination Deadline  Friday, June 16

To nominate, visit labusinessjournal.com/events/hca2023

$1.8B Regional Connector to Open

The project connecting three Metro lines, 

right, will open two years late. Page 7

Steno Raises $15M 

The legal support service provider’s series 

B round was led by Left Lane Capital. Page 3

Please see BEER page 38

Please see TECH  page 37

Please see INF RASTRU CTU RE Page 7
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Beverly Hills-based luxury residential bro-

kerage The Agency  has been growing rapidly, 

adding eight new locations the first Tuarter of 

this year. I t has used unscripted TV  programs 

and a global partnership 

model to build its client 

base in a difficult time for 

home sales.

The Agency launched 

its first franchised office 

in Los Cabos, Mexico, in 

����. Much of its growth 

since has come from franchising. 

³:e really do approach the concept of 

franchising in a different way than you see 

in most industries, particularly in real estate,”  

said Rainy  H ake Austin, The Agency’s pres-

ident. ³:e¶Ye grown with the intention of 

making sure that we are expanding our inter-

national networN to accomplish our goal of 

being the most sought�after global lu[ury real 

estate company.”

The Agency Goes Big on Franchising

REAL ESTATE: Brokerage 

seeks to be a global player. Please see REAL ESTATE page 6
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local beer scene to reÀect upon.
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increase across the country� different industries 
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from storms� particularly hail.
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The V incent Thomas Bridge, which connects 

7erminal ,sland at the 3ort of /os $ngeles 

with San 3edro and the ��� )reeway� is get-

ting an oYerhaul. 7he &alifornia 'epartment of 

Transportation will replace the road decking on 

the 60-year-old bridge.

Brewers Guild

Enters Spotlight

Hail Has New 

Nemesis: In
dji

Bridge to Get 

$700M Upgrade

BEER: Festival is group’s firs
t 

event since the pandemic hit.

TECH : Firm adds detection 

technology to software suite.

PO RTS: Vincent Thomas 

Bridge project to begin in 2025.

M A I L  T O :

MUSEUMS

L.A. County museums 

ranked by annual visitors

See page 22

THE LIST

TOP RANKINGS

2023

CULTURE CLUB
L.A. will soon have a number of new museums, and 

existing institutions are being revitalized.

Vision: A rendering of the David 

Geffen Galleries at LACMA.

Please see MUSEUMS page 13

Austin

001_COVER+Jumps (37-39).indd   1

6/1/23   5:08 PM

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B U S I N E S S

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B U S I N E S S ™

L A B U S I N E S S J O U R N A L . C O M

L A B U S I N E S S J O U R N A L . C O M

LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL
JOURNAL
J

By HANNAH MADANS WELK M an agi n g Ed i tor

By HANNAH MADANS WELK M an agi n g Ed i tor

By HANNAH MADANS WELK

  

 M an agi n g Ed i tor  

 M an agi n g Ed i tor

T
he second phase of Anschutz Entertainment Group’s 

renovation of the Crypto.com Arena is complete.  

AEG has created eight premium spaces – 

four Tunnel Suites and four Terrace Suites 

– in the nine-figure renovation, which will 

generate hundreds of millions of dollars 

in long-term lease agreements. 

Michele Kajiwara, senior vice 

president of premium and events 

business for the Crypto.com Arena 

and Peacock Theater, said the 

small number of suites created 

a “scarcity buzz.”

October 16 – 22, 2023 • $5.00

October 16 – 22, 2023 • $5.00
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Crescent Debuts Development Group 

Crescent Private Credit Income will invest in 

�nancially distressed entities. Page 10 

Mixed-Use Project Scores $90M Loan 

A Los Feliz project known as The Louise, right, 

received $90 million in �nancing. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 34

Please see LEGAL page 35

 By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Century City-based gene and immunother-

apy company Renov ar o Biosciences is try
ing 

to chart a new course to escape controversies 

surrounding its co-founder and inventor of its 

main drug platform. 

This co-founder, Ser hat Gum r ukcu, as of 

late Februrary remained the company’s largest 

single shareholder. But he, along with other 

parties, has been sued by the company;  the suit 

alleges he and the other parties falsified study 

data related to the drug platform. 

G umrukcu is also in custody in a separate 

case awaiting trial late next year on murder-

for-hire charges related to the killing of a for-

mer business associate in V ermont.

R enovaro is now seeking to escape these 

controversies, which company Chief E xec-

utive Mar k D y b ul characterized in a share

Mar k D y b ul characterized in a share

Mar k D y b ul

-

holder letter earlier this year as ³significant 

challenges that would have derailed many 

companies.”

The company in early August announced 

its name change to R enovaro ( a variant of 

the Latin verb “ to renew” )  from E nochian 

Biosciences. Simultaneously, the company 

Renovaro Moves to End Controversy 

BIO TECH : Purchases Dutch 

 Purchases Dutch 

AI company GEDI Cube.

AI company GEDI Cube. Please see BIO TECH  page 33
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LARGE
Luxury suites star in Cypto.com 

Arena’s nine-figure renovation.

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Nearly half of Gr indr ’s 

staff left the West Hollywood 

company after being told in 

August that they needed to re-

turn to the office. But the pop-

ular LG BTQ -focused social 

and dating application is look-

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

With new rules that eliminate bail for many 

lesser crimes in Los Angeles County, the com-

panies that guarantee bails with their money are 

worried – not only about their businesses, but also 

about public safety.

Under the new regulations, most suspects of 

Grindr Seeks 

Dedicated Staff

Bail Reform 

Roils Industry

TECH : CEO wants employees 

who will work 50 hours a week.

LEGAL: Bond companies 

worry about revenue and safety. 

M A I L  T O :

COMMERCIAL REAL 

ESTATE BROKERAGE FIRMS

See page 24 

LARGEST GENERAL 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

See page 27

Vision: Crypto.com Arena’s Michele Kajiwara.

This Special Report looks at how Measure ULA, 

the so-called mansion tax, has caused property 

sales to swoon. Sean Burton, above, the CEO 

of Cityview, said that he doesn’t think voters 

understood what they were  voting on. 
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REAL ESTATE QUARTERLY

Please see REAL ESTATE page 9

CEO: Arison
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By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I
n a bid to address the funding 

d i s p a r i t y  f a c e d  by  B l a c k 

entrepreneurs in the beauty and 

wellness industry, Los Angeles-

based BrainTrus t  Founders 

S tudio LLC  announced the 

BrainTrust Fund, a planned 

$25 million venture fund 

focused on early-stage 

companies with at least 

one Black-identifying 

founder at the helm.
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Molina Makes $510M Buy 

Long Beach-based 

the California Medicare business of Bright Health. 

PeerStreet Files for Bankruptcy 

The El Segundo-based company �led for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy after its business decreased. 

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

I n the 19 9 0s, Betsy  Ber khem er - Cr e -

dair e noticed something that bothered her.

As she worked at her downtown-based 

executive recruiting f irm, Ber khem e r  

Clay ton Retained Ex ecutiv e Sear ch, she 

realized j ust how few women served on 

the boards of directors of publicly traded 

companies. She would spend years advocat-

ing for more gender parity among compa-

ny directors —  through a nonprofit called 

5 0 / 5 0  W om en on Boar ds that she now 

heads —  before becoming a leading voice 

behind a state law req uiring a certain num-

ber of women be appointed as directors for 
More Women, Now!

LAW : The push for female 

 The push for female 

directors at a critical point.

directors at a critical point.

Please see LAW  page 27

EMPOWERED MONEY

Braintrust Founders Studio boosts minority entrepreneurs with $25 million fund.

CRAFT BEER BREWERIES

Los Angeles-area craft beer 

breweries ranked by barrels 

produced in 2022

See page 15

Duo: BrainTrust 

Founders Studio 

founders Kendra 

Bracken-Ferguson, 

left, and Lisa 

Stone.

Please see FINANCE 

page 28

THOMAS WASPER 

Activist: Betsy Berkhemer-Credaire.
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REGISTER TODAY!

FOR THE 2023 CFO AWARDS

THURSDAY, SEPT. 21 | 6:00PM – 8:30PM | The Biltmore Los Angeles

AltaMed Donates $15 Million 

Money will be used to build a $44 million health 

sciences college. Page 12

Activision HQ Building Sells for $166M 

JPMorgan bought the Santa Monica property, 

right, for roughly $754 a foot. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 4 3

Please see REAL ESTATE page 14

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

By TAYLOR MILLS

I nvestors may be putting to rest the debate 

over the dog’s place at the dinner table. 

Hollywood-based dog food startup J inx

Inc. secured a meaty $ 17.8 million in a Series 

B financing round last month and has plans to 

expand the distribution of a product that puts 

desiccated kibble to shame. 

While a number of local startups are trying 

to collar the pooch-pampering business, J inx is 

already generating revenue at two of the larg-

est retail chains in the country: Tar get Cor p .

and W alm ar t Inc. But this financing hopes to 

clear some additional shelf room, primarily in Fido is Living Large in LA

RETAIL: Investors keen on 

 Investors keen on 

pet-pampering companies.

pet-pampering companies.

Please see RETAIL page 4 4
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By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Many companies using artificial intelligence 

are focused on applications in writing and com-

munications, but a Pasadena-based company is 

using AI  technology to help clients q uickly ana-

lyze complex data, and it’s sta
rting to prove itself 

interesting to clients, from small businesses all 

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Hudson Pacific Properties Inc. recently 

sold two Santa Monica office properties for a 

total of more than $ 72  million. The buildings, 

which are located at 604  Arizona Ave. and 34 01 

E xposition Blvd., are fully occupied. The buyers 

of the office buildings were not disclosed.

Virtualitics Has 

Major AI Plans

Hudson Sells 

Two Buildings

TECH : Company says it can 

crunch complex data with ease.

REAL ESTATE: Properties 

brought in more than $72M.

HOTELS

See page 20

MEETINGS & BANQUET FACILITIES

See page 27

PERFORMING ARTS VENUES

See page 30

RISING FAST
RISING FAST

Randy’s Donuts has plans for 300 additional 

locations in foreign markets.

Cook: Mark Kelegian with a dozen 

doughnuts at Randy’s Donuts in Inglewood.

The number of hotel rooms under construction in 

the county was down by 42% during the �rst half 

of the year, compared to last year, and the number 

of hotels under construction was down 28%, 

according to Atlas Hospitality Group. This 

special report looks at reasons for the numbers.  

BEGINNING ON PAGE 15

SPECIAL REPORT HOSPITALITY

Please see FOOD page 9

By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

R
andy’s Donuts, known for its iconic giant 

doughnut visible from the 405 Freeway, is 

in growth mode and plans to sign franchise 

deals for up to 300 locations internationally by the 

end of the year.

Care: A DogDrop daycare location.
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CFO AWARDS

Nominate a �nance professional in the Los Angeles region for their 

ongoing efforts as outstanding �nancial stewards today!

To nominate, please visit

To nominate, please visit labusinessjournal.com/events/cfoawards

labusinessjournal.com/events/cfoawards

NOMINATION DEADLINE FRIDAY, JUNE 2

Santa Monica Hotel Wraps $21M Update

The Viceroy Santa Monica’s renovation, right, 

includes guestrooms and common areas. Page 11 

Arrowhead Gets $70M in Payments 

Arrowhead Pharmaceuticals Inc. received 

two payments from pharma giants. Page 10

Please see TECH  page 9 8

Please see AERO SPACE page 9 9

By ANTONIO PEQUEÑO IV 

Staff Reporter

G enesis’ new Santa Monica dealership 

marks the brand’s entrance into the West 

Coast dealership market and is the 15th loca-

tion for longstanding local dealership group 

LAcar Guy , which owns and operates the 

G enesis facility.

G enesis Santa Monica features a 30,000 

sq uare foot showroom with an open floorplan 

showcasing G enesis’s li
neup of vehicles. I t is

 

the fifth standalone retail facility in the Unit-

ed States to open in the past year. 
Genesis Opens in LA

CARS: LAcarGuy opened 

 LAcarGuy opened 

dealership in Santa Monica.

dealership in Santa Monica.

Please see CARS page 9 7
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By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

By MARK R. MADLER Staff Reporter

By MARK R. MADLER

With its pending acq uisition of local video 

game developer Scop ely , Sav v y  Gam es Gr oup

is becoming a new, aggressive player in the in-

dustry.  Savvy, owned by Saudi Arabia’s Pub lic 

Inv estm ent F und, agreed April 5 to purchase the 

Culver City mobile game maker for $ 4 .9  billion. 

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Was there life on Mars?

This is one of the q uestions that the Mars 

Sample R eturn mission seeks to answer. The 

mission is being led by the J et Pr op ulsion 

Lab or ator y , which is managed by the Pasa-

dena-based Califor nia Institute of Technolo-

Scopely Sells 

for $4.9 Billion

JPL Lands 

Fed Funding

TECH : Saudi Arabia group to 

purchase video game maker.

AERO SPACE: Group gears 

up for Mars return mission.

M A I L  T O :

TEMPORARY 

PLACEMENT FIRMS

See page 16

RETAINED EXECUTIVE 

SEARCH FIRMS

See page 17

Leaders: Somos 

Group’s Kira Conlon 

and Alfred Fraijo Jr.

Please see LAW page 6

Dealer: Genesis’ new dealership in Santa 

Monica run by LAcarGuy.

The hiring world has been in turmoil with mass 

resignations and layoffs. And some unexpected 

demands have resulted. Michele Gil, managing 

partner at executive search �rm Chrisman 

& Co., and others discuss current needs and 

concerns, such as succession planning. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13

SPECIAL REPORT HIRING

SOMOS SOARS

New firm offers legal and consulting services.

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

D
owntown-based boutique firm Somos 

Group, which opened its doors recently, 

of fers both legal land use help and 

consulting services to its clients.
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Public Storage Plans $2.2B Buy 

Public Storage, right, entered an agreement 

to acquire Simply Self Storage. Page 4 

PacWest Deal May Face Hurdles 

Merger with Banc of California would 

create entity valued at $36 billion. Page 3 

Please see BANKING page 63

Please see ELECTRIC page 61

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Thousands of L.A.’s apartment owners 

say they’ve been hurt by the city’s rent freeze 

and will continue to suffer if it’
s extended. 

For example:

Matthew Millen is a 76-year-old veteran 

who manages several mul-

tifamily properties in Santa 

Monica and San Pedro as 

his retirement plan. After 

his foster son’s wife died 

of breast cancer last fall, 

Millen took on the extra 

responsibility of trying to 

help support him and his three kids – ages 8, 

10 and 13. Millen resides in one of his own 

five-unit rental buildings in Santa Monica.

Vlad Polischuk grew up in Ukraine under 

communism and moved with his family to 

Los Angeles in pursuit of a prosperous life. 

He owns owns three single-family homes in 

Palmdale and has nine units across two apart-

ments in North Hollywood. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Scott 

Rosenfeld got into the apartment business 

fresh out of college. His company is L.A. 

Landlords: Ordinance Killing Us

REAL ESTATE: Group says 
 Group says 

due process being deprived.

due process being deprived.
Please see REAL ESTATE page 62
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By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

The Los Angeles Office of the Treasurer 

manages billions in a general investment pool. 

With stakes primarily in the U.S. Treasury and 

multinational corporations, the bureaucratic 

office’s website describes its in
vestment strategy 

with one word: prudent.

This safe, methodical approach grew the 

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Sawtelle-based electric vehicle public 

charging station developer EVgo Inc. should be 

a dream company for investors. 

Contract orders for charging stations have 

come in at a steady clip, giving the company 

a pipeline of some 3,500 stations. That’s more 

City Considers 

A Public Bank

EVgo Lands 

$14M Contract

BANKING: Council funded 

feasibility report last month.

ELECTRIC: It’s p
ushing to

be a major EV charging player.

M A I L  T O :

LARGEST PUBLIC 

COMPANIES

L.A.-area public companies ranked by 

market capitalization as of June 30

See page 16
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2023

Millen

Many of L.A.’s largest publicly traded companies 

had a dif�cult year, with 63 of the top 100 

posting net drops in the total value of their 

stock for the year ending June 30. This Special 

Report looks at some of the biggest gainers and 

decliners in the market. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13

SPECIAL REPORT

LARGEST PUBLIC COMPANIES

RECIPE FOR HEALING

Monterey Park restaurateurs attempt to move forward 

as community deals with aftermath of deadly shooting.

Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

SEE HOSPITALITY PAGE 5
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By HANNAH MADANS WELK M an agi n g Ed i tor
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 M an agi n g Ed i tor  

 M an agi n g Ed i tor

T
he second phase of Anschutz Entertainment Group’s 

renovation of the Crypto.com Arena is complete.  

AEG has created eight premium spaces – 

four Tunnel Suites and four Terrace Suites 

– in the nine-figure renovation, which will 

generate hundreds of millions of dollars 

in long-term lease agreements. 

Michele Kajiwara, senior vice 

president of premium and events 

business for the Crypto.com Arena 

and Peacock Theater, said the 

small number of suites created 

a “scarcity buzz.”

October 16 – 22, 2023 • $5.00

October 16 – 22, 2023 • $5.00
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Crescent Debuts Development Group 

Crescent Private Credit Income will invest in 

�nancially distressed entities. Page 10 

Mixed-Use Project Scores $90M Loan 

A Los Feliz project known as The Louise, right, 

received $90 million in �nancing. Page 3 

Please see TECH  page 34

Please see LEGAL page 35

 By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Century City-based gene and immunother-

apy company Renov ar o Biosciences is try
ing 

to chart a new course to escape controversies 

surrounding its co-founder and inventor of its 

main drug platform. 

This co-founder, Ser hat Gum r ukcu, as of 

late Februrary remained the company’s largest 

single shareholder. But he, along with other 

parties, has been sued by the company;  the suit 

alleges he and the other parties falsified study 

data related to the drug platform. 

G umrukcu is also in custody in a separate 

case awaiting trial late next year on murder-

for-hire charges related to the killing of a for-

mer business associate in V ermont.

R enovaro is now seeking to escape these 

controversies, which company Chief E xec-

utive Mar k D y b ul characterized in a share

Mar k D y b ul characterized in a share

Mar k D y b ul

-

holder letter earlier this year as ³significant 

challenges that would have derailed many 

companies.”

The company in early August announced 

its name change to R enovaro ( a variant of 

the Latin verb “ to renew” )  from E nochian 

Biosciences. Simultaneously, the company 

Renovaro Moves to End Controversy 

BIO TECH : Purchases Dutch 

 Purchases Dutch 

AI company GEDI Cube.

AI company GEDI Cube. Please see BIO TECH  page 33
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LIVING

LARGE
Luxury suites star in Cypto.com 

Arena’s nine-figure renovation.

By GRACE HARMON Staff Reporter

Nearly half of Gr indr ’s 

staff left the West Hollywood 

company after being told in 

August that they needed to re-

turn to the office. But the pop-

ular LG BTQ -focused social 

and dating application is look-

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

With new rules that eliminate bail for many 

lesser crimes in Los Angeles County, the com-

panies that guarantee bails with their money are 

worried – not only about their businesses, but also 

about public safety.

Under the new regulations, most suspects of 

Grindr Seeks 

Dedicated Staff

Bail Reform 

Roils Industry

TECH : CEO wants employees 

who will work 50 hours a week.

LEGAL: Bond companies 

worry about revenue and safety. 

M A I L  T O :

COMMERCIAL REAL 

ESTATE BROKERAGE FIRMS

See page 24 

LARGEST GENERAL 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

See page 27

Vision: Crypto.com Arena’s Michele Kajiwara.

This Special Report looks at how Measure ULA, 

the so-called mansion tax, has caused property 

sales to swoon. Sean Burton, above, the CEO 

of Cityview, said that he doesn’t think voters 

understood what they were  voting on. 
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Please see REAL ESTATE page 9
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By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

I
n a bid to address the funding 

d i s p a r i t y  f a c e d  by  B l a c k 

entrepreneurs in the beauty and 

wellness industry, Los Angeles-

based BrainTrus t  Founders 

S tudio LLC  announced the 

BrainTrust Fund, a planned 

$25 million venture fund 

focused on early-stage 

companies with at least 

one Black-identifying 

founder at the helm.

July 10 – 16, 2023 • $5.00

July 10 – 16, 2023 • $5.00
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Molina Makes $510M Buy 

Long Beach-based Molina Healthcare Inc., right, to buy 

the California Medicare business of Bright Health. 

PeerStreet Files for Bankruptcy 

The El Segundo-based company �led for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy after its business decreased. Page 3

Please see 

By ZANE HILL Staff Reporter

I n the 19 9 0s, Betsy  Ber khem er - Cr e -

dair e noticed something that bothered her.

As she worked at her downtown-based 

executive recruiting f irm, Ber khem e r  

Clay ton Retained Ex ecutiv e Sear ch, she 

realized j ust how few women served on 

the boards of directors of publicly traded 

companies. She would spend years advocat-

ing for more gender parity among compa-

ny directors —  through a nonprofit called 

5 0 / 5 0  W om en on Boar ds that she now 

heads —  before becoming a leading voice 

behind a state law req uiring a certain num-

ber of women be appointed as directors for 
More Women, Now!

LAW : The push for female 

 The push for female 

directors at a critical point.

directors at a critical point.

Please see LAW  page 27
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EMPOWERED MONEY

Braintrust Founders Studio boosts minority entrepreneurs with $25 million fund.

By HOWARD FINE Staff Reporter

Culver City-based 

b ee H ealth Inc.

by J essica Nouhav andi

a leading provider of abortion 

pills across the country, feels 

the effects of increasing abor

tion bans and restrictions.

By TAYLOR MILLS

Sawtelle-based

has named Br uce Milam

utive in the company’s history. He previously 

spent nine years as the chief operating officer of 

Seattle-based 

LLC, tripling the firm’s assets during his tenure.

Firm Enters 

Abortion Fight

Miracle Mile 

Has First C
EO 

H EALTH  CARE: Honeybee’s 

model puts it in
 the spotlight.

Sawtelle-based firm names 

Bruce Milam to new position.

CRAFT BEER BREWERIES

Los Angeles-area craft beer 

breweries ranked by barrels 

produced in 2022

See page 15

Duo: BrainTrust 

Founders Studio 

founders Kendra 

Bracken-Ferguson, 

left, and Lisa 

Stone.

Nouhavandi

Please see FINANCE 

page 28

SPECIAL REPORT

THOMAS WASPER 

Activist: Betsy Berkhemer-Credaire.
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To register, visit

To register, visit labusinessjournal.com/events/cfo2023

labusinessjournal.com/events/cfo2023

REGISTER TODAY!

FOR THE 2023 CFO AWARDS

THURSDAY, SEPT. 21 | 6:00PM – 8:30PM | The Biltmore Los Angeles

AltaMed Donates $15 Million 

Money will be used to build a $44 million health 

sciences college. Page 12

Activision HQ Building Sells for $166M 

JPMorgan bought the Santa Monica property, 

right, for roughly $754 a foot. Page 3 

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

By TAYLOR MILLS

I nvestors may be putting to rest the debate 

over the dog’s place at the dinner table. 

Hollywood-based dog food startup J inx  

Inc. secured a meaty $ 17.8 million in a Series 

B financing round last month and has plans to 

expand the distribution of a product that puts 

desiccated kibble to shame. 

While a number of local startups are trying 

to collar the pooch-pampering business, J inx is 

already generating revenue at two of the larg-

est retail chains in the country: Tar get Cor p .

and W alm ar t Inc. But this financing hopes to 

clear some additional shelf room, primarily in Fido is Living Large in LA

RETAIL: Investors keen on 

 Investors keen on 

pet-pampering companies.

pet-pampering companies.

Please see RETAIL page 4 4

HOTELS

See page 20

MEETINGS & BANQUET FACILITIES

See page 27

PERFORMING ARTS VENUES

See page 30

Cook: Mark Kelegian with a dozen 

doughnuts at Randy’s Donuts in Inglewood.

The number of hotel rooms under construction in 

the county was down by 42% during the �rst half 

of the year, compared to last year, and the number 

of hotels under construction was down 28%, 

according to Atlas Hospitality Group. This 

special report looks at reasons for the numbers.  

BEGINNING ON PAGE 15

Care: A DogDrop daycare location.
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NOMINATE
NOMINATE TODAY FOR THE 2023 

 TODAY FOR THE 2023 CFO AWARDS
CFO AWARDS

Nominate a �nance professional in the Los Angeles region for their 

ongoing efforts as outstanding �nancial stewards today!

To nominate, please visit

To nominate, please visit labusinessjournal.com/events/cfoawards

labusinessjournal.com/events/cfoawards

NOMINATION DEADLINE FRIDAY, JUNE 2

Santa Monica Hotel Wraps $21M Update

The Viceroy Santa Monica’s renovation, right, 

includes guestrooms and common areas. Page 11 

Arrowhead Gets $70M in Payments 

Arrowhead Pharmaceuticals Inc. received 

two payments from pharma giants. Page 10

Please see AERO SPACE page 9 9

tion for longstanding local dealership group 

, which owns and operates the 

G enesis Santa Monica features a 30,000 

sq uare foot showroom with an open floorplan 

showcasing G enesis’s li
neup of vehicles. I t is

 

the fifth standalone retail facility in the Unit-

page 9 7
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Was there life on Mars?

This is one of the q uestions that the Mars 

Sample R eturn mission seeks to answer. The 

mission is being led by the J et Pr op ulsion 

Lab or ator y , which is managed by the Pasa-

dena-based Califor nia Institute of Technolo-

PLACEMENT FIRMS

RETAINED EXECUTIVE 

SEARCH FIRMS

See page 17

Leaders: Somos 

Group’s Kira Conlon 

and Alfred Fraijo Jr.

Dealer: Genesis’ new dealership in Santa 

Monica run by LAcarGuy.

The hiring world has been in turmoil with mass 

resignations and layoffs. And some unexpected 

demands have resulted. Michele Gil, managing 

partner at executive search �rm Chrisman 

& Co., and others discuss current needs and 

concerns, such as succession planning. 

BEGINNING ON PAGE 13
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Public Storage Plans $2.2B Buy 

Public Storage

to acquire Simply Self Storage. 

M A I L  T O :

LARGEST PUBLIC 

COMPANIES

L.A.-area public companies ranked by 

market capitalization as of June 30

See page 16

THE LIST

TOP RANKINGS

2023

Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.
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Virtualitics Has 

Major AI Plans
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By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Thousands of L.A.’s apartment owners 

who manages several mul-

tifamily properties in Santa 

Monica and San Pedro as 

his retirement plan. After 

his foster son’s wife died 

of breast cancer last fall, 

Millen took on the extra 

responsibility of trying to 

help support him and his three kids – ages 8, 

10 and 13. Millen resides in one of his own 

five-unit rental buildings in Santa Monica.

Vlad Polischuk grew up in Ukraine under 

communism and moved with his family to 

Los Angeles in pursuit of a prosperous life. 

He owns owns three single-family homes in 

Palmdale and has nine units across two apart-

ments in North Hollywood. 

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Scott 

Rosenfeld got into the apartment business 

fresh out of college. His company is L.A. 

Landlords: Ordinance Killing Us

REAL ESTATE: Group says 
 Group says 

due process being deprived.

due process being deprived.
Please see REAL ESTATE page 62

By TAYLOR MILLS Staff Reporter

The Los Angeles Office of the Treasurer 

manages billions in a general investment pool. 

With stakes primarily in the U.S. Treasury and 

multinational corporations, the bureaucratic 

office’s website describes its in
vestment strategy 

with one word: prudent.

This safe, methodical approach grew the 

City Considers 

A Public Bank

EVgo Lands 

$14M Contract

BANKING: Council funded 

feasibility report last month.

Millen
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LOS ANGELES BUSINESS 

By GINA HALL

W
hile L.A. is known for its studios 

and beaches, it also has a growing 

number of museums. The Academy Museum, 

for example, opened in 2021 in Mid-Wilshire, and the Lucas 

Museum of Narrative Art, under construction in Exposition Park, will 

serve as an educational center for the visual arts. Meanwhile, existing institutions 

like the Hammer Museum in Westwood, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

and the La Brea Tar Pits are all getting upgrades.

Vol. 45, No. 23

Vol. 45, No. 23

The Agency Goes Big on Franchising

 Brokerage 
 Brokerage 

CULTURE CLUB
L.A. will soon have a number of new museums, and 

existing institutions are being revitalized.

Please see MUSEUMS page 13
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Molina Makes $510M Buy 

Long Beach-based 

the California Medicare business of Bright Health. 

PeerStreet Files for Bankruptcy 

The El Segundo-based company �led for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy after its business decreased. 

EMPOWERED MONEY

Braintrust Founders Studio boosts minority entrepreneurs with $25 million fund.

Firm Enters 

THOMAS WASPER 

Activist: Betsy Berkhemer-Credaire.
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Culver City-based 

b ee H ealth Inc., co-founded 

J essica Nouhav andi

a leading provider of abortion 

pills across the country, feels 

the effects of increasing abor

tion bans and restrictions.

By TAYLOR MILLS

Sawtelle-based Mir acle Mile Adv isor s

Sawtelle-based Mir acle Mile Adv isor s

Sawtelle-based

Br uce Milam

utive in the company’s history. He previously 

spent nine years as the chief operating officer of 

Seattle-based F r eestone Cap ital Managem ent 

, tripling the firm’s assets during his tenure.

Abortion Fight

Miracle Mile 

Has First C
EO 

Honeybee’s 

model puts it in
 the spotlight.

Sawtelle-based firm names 

Bruce Milam to new position.

Liberal rules from early in the pandemic that 

allowed restaurants to extend onto sidewalks 

and streets are being pulled back by many 

SPECIAL REPORT

LEADERS IN HEALTH CARE

LEADERS IN HEALTH CARE

LEADERS IN HEALTH CARE

The number of hotel rooms under construction in 

the county was down by 42% during the �rst half 

of the year, compared to last year, and the number 

of hotels under construction was down 28%, 

tion for longstanding local dealership group 

, which owns and operates the 

G enesis Santa Monica features a 30,000 

sq uare foot showroom with an open floorplan 

showcasing G enesis’s li
neup of vehicles. I t is

 

the fifth standalone retail facility in the Unit

ed States to open in the past year. 
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By GRACE HARMON

Was there life on Mars?

This is one of the q uestions that the Mars 

Sample R eturn mission seeks to answer. The 

J et Pr op ulsion 

, which is managed by the Pasa-

up for Mars return mission.

TEMPORARY 

PLACEMENT FIRMS

See page 16

RETAINED EXECUTIVE 

SEARCH FIRMS
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SOMOS SOARS

New firm offers legal and consulting services.

offers both legal land use help and 

Join us in honoring health care professionals in the LA area.

Join us in honoring health care professionals in the LA area.Public Storage Plans $2.2B Buy 

Public Storage, right, entered an agreement 

to acquire Simply Self Storage. Page 4 
create entity valued at $36 billion. 

LARGEST PUBLIC 

COMPANIES

L.A.-area public companies ranked by Owners: Rui Ping Wu and son Zhen Wu at 

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.

Monterey Park restaurant next to shooting site.
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NGELES BUSINESS 
Virtualitics Has 

Major AI Plans

 Company says it can 

RISING FAST
RISING FAST

By BRYNN SHAFFER Staff Reporter

Thousands of L.A.’s apartment owners 

say they’ve been hurt by the city’s rent freeze 

and will continue to suffer if it’
s extended. help support him and his three kids – ages 8, 

10 and 13. Millen resides in one of his own 

five-unit rental buildings in Santa Monica.
due process being deprived.

due process being deprived.

EVgo Lands 

$14M ContractMillen
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USINESS 

, under construction in Exposition Park, will 

serve as an educational center for the visual arts. Meanwhile, existing institutions 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art 

The Agency Goes Big on Franchising

REAL ESTATE: Brokerage 
 Brokerage 

seeks to be a global player.

seeks to be a global player.

CULTURE CLUB
L.A. will soon have a number of new museums, and 

existing institutions are being revitalized.

Join the Community 
of Business™

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

Your exclusive membership will give 
you access to comprehensive news 
and analysis of the local business 
community, through our weekly print 
issue and with online digital access – 

any time, any place.

Reaching more than 77,000 Los Angeles Business Leaders

labusinessjournal.com
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KATE KRAUS
Partner

Covington & Burling LLP

Kate Kraus is nationally rec-
ognized and has more than 
20 years of experience in tax 

planning and structuring. She 
advises on a wide range of part-
nership, corporate, and real estate 
matters, including joint ventures, 
fund formations, financing trans-
actions, mergers and acquisitions, 
restructurings, liquidations, debt 
workouts, bankruptcies, and REIT 
transactions.  

Kraus has advised on numerous 
transactions involving professional 
sports teams and leagues, including 
Justin Ishbia’s investment in the 
Chicago White Sox (the team 
is valued by Forbes at around $2 
billion) with options to buy out the 
Reinsdorf family after 2028, and 
the buyout of the Miller family’s 
remaining interest in the Utah Jazz 
(the team was valued at $3.55 bil-
lion by Forbes in October 2024).  

VERONICA LAH
Partner

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

Veronica Lah is a partner in 
Manatt’s Cross-Industry 
M&A, Private Equity, Capital 

Markets and Finance practice. 
She is a highly sought-after advis-
er representing public and private 
companies, investors and financial 
institutions in a wide range of 
corporate matters. Lah focuses 
her practice on capital markets, 
securities, M&A, joint ventures, 
corporate governance and board 
advisory services, and other cor-
porate and financial transactions. 
She represents clients in corporate 
transactions spanning numerous 
industries, including financial ser-
vices, entertainment, technology, 
consumer products, health care 
and real estate.

Lah co-leads Manatt’s team as 
counsel to CVB Financial Corp., 
a bank holding company which 
owns Citizens Business Bank.

MARIANNE MARTIN
Corporate Finance Partner

Jeffer Mangels Butler & Mitchell

Marianne S. Martin is a corpo-
rate finance partner at Jeffer 
Mangels Butler & Mitchell 

LLP in the firm’s Los Angeles 
office, specializing in borrower-side 
representations for founder-owned, 
sponsor-backed and private credit 
fund companies. With a focus on 
complex syndicated, distressed/
special situations and fund financ-
ing transactions, Martin has built 
a reputation as a trusted advisor 
to businesses navigating their 
financing needs. Her practice spans 
industries including business ser-
vices, industrials, and private cred-
it, reflecting her ability to tailor 
strategies to the unique challenges 
and opportunities of each sector.

In the past 18 months, Martin 
has successfully advised on over 
$800 million in financing trans-
actions, addressing the needs of 
borrowers in bespoke and often 
high-pressure scenarios. 

MILLIE MIA
Vice President; District Manager

U.S. Bank

M illie Mia is a vice president 
and district manager for 
U.S. Bank. Mia began her 

banking career in 2002 as a branch 
manager for Downey Savings and 
Loan, which was acquired by U.S. 
Bank in 2008.  During her 12-year 
branch manager tenure, she man-
aged multiple offices in multiple 
markets, all of which became award 
winning, top performing offices 
under her guidance and leadership.

Mia was promoted to vice pres-
ident and district manager in 2014.  
She is responsible for leading 18 
retail branches across the Ventura 
and Santa Clarita markets. She 
works strategically on initiatives 
to drive robust financial results as 
well as enhance customer centrality 
and employee engagement. Mia 
has developed successful teams by 
promoting employee advancement 
and leveraging partnerships across 
all channels of the bank.  

DEBORAH LA FRANCHI
CEO

SDS Capital Group

Deborah La Franchi is the found-
er and CEO of SDS Capital 
Group, a national leader in 

impact investing with over $1.9 bil-
lion of active assets under manage-
ment. La Franchi founded SDS with 
the express vision of engaging the 
private sector in the battle against 
poverty. Each impact fund on SDS’ 
platform serves a different geogra-
phy and employs a unique invest-
ment strategy, but they all generate 
positive impacts for low-income 
communities and people. 

La Franchi’s core role is to 
ensure each fund is supported by a 
team with the key expertise needed 
to execute the specific investment 
strategy. La Franchi leads the struc-
turing of each fund’s investment 
strategy, spearheads fundraising, 
oversees the senior managers of 
each fund and division, and partic-
ipates on each fund’s investment 
committee. 

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

Congratulations
Judi Prejean

15301 Ventura Blvd
Suite 310

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403Let’s take on tomorrow.
customersbank.com/losangeles

We’re proud to celebrate Judi Prejean’s recognition
as one of the Los Angeles Business Journal’s
Women of Influence in Finance.

Her leadership and commitment to excellence
drives our continued success.
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SYDNIE MILLS
Director of Operations

EFC Wealth Management Firm, Inc.

Sydnie Mills has emerged as one 
of the most impactful opera-
tional leaders in EFC Wealth 

Management Firm’s history, driving 
transformational change in under 
two years while learning an entire-
ly new industry. As director of 
operations, Mills has been the driv-
ing force behind some of the most 
significant improvements to the 
firm’s profitability, efficiency, and 
organizational structure—demon-
strating a rare ability to blend 
strategic vision with disciplined 
execution. 

When Mills joined the firm less 
than two years ago, she quickly 
became one of the most trusted 
leaders in the company. Her ability 
to take big-picture direction and 
convert it into repeatable pro-
cesses, measurable outcomes, and 
sustainable systems is a defining 
strength.

SHARON NASSIR
President; Co-Founder

AIRE Advisors

Sharon Nassir brings over 32 
years of experience in wealth 
management, specializing in 

guiding high-net-worth clients 
through all aspects of their finan-
cial planning. Her approach is 
highly personalized, designing strat-
egies that integrate tax planning, 
investment management, legacy 
objectives, and family goals. She 
believes that wealth management 
goes beyond the numbers—focus-
ing on the human side of finance 
to ensure clients’ values and visions 
are preserved for generations.

As the co-founder and president 
of AIRE, Nassir plays a key role in 
leading the firm’s growth and mar-
keting strategies. Under her leader-
ship, AIRE has continued to evolve 
and address the complex needs of its 
clientele. Prior to founding AIRE, 
Sharon held leadership positions at 
top firms like Merrill Lynch, Stock-
Cross, and TD Ameritrade. 

SHAHRZAD PANAHI
District Manager, Branch and 

Small Business Banking
U.S. Bank

Shahrzad Panahi is a vice pres-
ident and district manager in 
the Branch Banking Group 

in Los Angeles, where she is 
known for her dynamic leadership 
and deep expertise in managing 
high-performing teams across afflu-
ent and complex markets. With 
more than 15 years of experience 
in banking, she has built a repu-
tation for operational excellence, 
strategic execution, and a strong 
commitment to delivering excep-
tional customer experiences. 

Panahi currently leads the Los 
Angeles Metro District, a diverse 
and high-impact market that 
includes 19 branch locations span-
ning from Larchmont to Hermosa 
Beach. Throughout her career, she 
has held multiple leadership roles 
in banking, successfully guiding 
teams in some of Southern Califor-
nia’s most competitive markets. 

MELISSA PEREZ
Senior Vice President, Operations

Arixa Capital

Melissa Perez has demonstrat-
ed exceptional leadership 
and operational expertise 

throughout her career, culminating 
in her current role at Arixa Cap-
ital, one of the nation’s leading 
private real estate lenders. Perez 
oversees client relations, under-
writing, processing, closing, and 
post-closing functions at the com-
pany. Since joining Arixa in 2024, 
she has transformed the company’s 
operational framework, leveraging 
her more than 20 years of banking 
expertise and mortgage operations 
leadership to standardize work-
flows, implement robust training 
programs, and foster cross-depart-
mental collaboration.

Under Perez’s guidance, Arixa 
has achieved record-breaking 
growth, surpassing $7 billion in 
loan originations since inception 
and setting a new annual record of 
nearly $2 billion in 2025 alone. 

SANDRA LEE 
MONTGOMERY

Partner
Proskauer Rose LLP

Sandra Lee Montgomery, a trail-
blazing partner at Proskauer 
and former member of the 

firm’s Executive Committee, is 
one of the most influential fig-
ures in the private capital and 
finance landscape. She has built 
an extraordinary reputation as a 
premier advisor to private credit 
institutions, consistently steering 
complex, high-value transactions 
that shape today’s financial mar-
kets. In 2025 alone—well before 
year-end— Montgomery closed 
more than $5.5 billion in private 
credit transactions across the US, 
with several additional matters still 
expected to close.

With nearly three decades 
of experience, Montgomery’s 
practice encompasses the full spec-
trum of sophisticated financing 
transactions.

AIRE Advisors proudly congratulates Sharon 
Nassir on being recognized as a 2026 LABJ 

Women of Influence honoree.

This well-deserved recognition reflects Sharon’s 
hard work, strategic insight, and leadership in 

guiding our firm’s continued growth.

Congratulations from our entire team!

AIREAdvisors.com • 310.277.AIRE (2473)
9350 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 200 Beverly Hills, CA 90212
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ELANA PIANKO-
GINSBURG
Managing Director

Merrill

E lana Pianko-Ginsburg is a 
managing director and private 
wealth manager at Merrill 

Private Wealth in Century City. 
She advises complex multigenera-
tional families with more than $25 
million in assets, delivering high-
touch guidance across investment 
strategy, estate and legacy plan-
ning, balance sheet oversight, and 
major financial decisions.

 Known for her analytical rigor 
and compassionate leadership, 
Pianko-Ginsburg is a trusted part-
ner to families navigating intricate 
decisions, major transitions, and 
long-term planning. She also 
served more than seven years on 
the Board of the National Wom-
en’s History Museum, playing a key 
role in expanding the Los Angeles 
division. She remains committed 
to empowering future generations.

HEATHER QUINN
Wealth Management Advisor

Fortuna Wealth Management, Legacy 
Strategies and Insurance Solutions

Heather Quinn’s ultimate goal 
is to help individuals live their 
lives to the fullest potential 

while ensuring the security of 
their families and the longevity of 
their financial resources. She skill-
fully guides her clients through 
the complexities of managing 
their income and optimizing their 
benefits. As a financial advisor, 
Quinn remains committed to pro-
fessional growth and excellence. 

Quinn understands that many 
people are overwhelmed by finan-
cial complexities such as invest-
ment management, and even with 
success in their field, integrating 
their goals and their finances can 
be daunting. She helps people 
identify their most important 
goals and help them devise a road-
map for getting there. 

EDYTHE REPOFF
President; Chief Operating Officer

New Omni Bank, National Association

Edythe Repoff has been instru-
mental in shaping New Omni 
Bank’s growth and community 

impact through her transformative 
leadership as president and COO. 
Her strategic influence has extend-
ed across every facet of the bank, 
serving as a member of the Board of 
Directors since 2011 and actively 
contributing to critical committees.

Under Repoff’s guidance, New 
Omni Bank has grown from $150 
million to $550 million in assets, 
a testament to her ability to drive 
sustainable growth. She has been 
instrumental in securing nearly $50 
million in Tier 1 Capital through a 
mix of public and private funding, 
empowering the bank to expand its 
lending capabilities and better serve 
the community. Her leadership also 
brings a focus on community-cen-
tered banking, introducing innova-
tive products settling in California. 

KIMBERLY RIETFORS
Director, Investment Services

Fortify Capital - Northwestern Mutual

K im Rietfors has played a 
pivotal role in the financial 
planning industry, particularly 

through her contributions to her 
firm’s success. Since joining the 
firm in 2003, she has been instru-
mental in the financial planning 
practice’s remarkable growth. As 
the director of investment ser-
vices, she oversees the Investment 
Operations Department, manag-
ing portfolio construction, attribu-
tion analysis, asset movement, and 
the implementation of planning 
and distribution strategies. Her 
expertise ensures that client port-
folios are optimized to achieve 
their financial goals. 

Rietfors is known for her cli-
ent-centered approach. She builds 
strong, long-term relationships, 
gaining a deep understanding 
of each client’s unique financial 
needs. 

JUDI PREJEAN
Executive Vise President; 

Executive Director
Customers Bank

Judi Prejean is a distinguished 
leader in the banking industry 
with over four decades of expe-

rience, known for her integrity, 
strategic insight, and unwavering 
dedication to clients, colleagues, 
and communities. 

A pioneer in the field, Prejean 
was among the first women to 
hold senior leadership roles in 
West Coast banking at a time 
when female executives were rare. 
More than breaking barriers, she 
built pathways for others—creat-
ing mentorship programs, leading 
women’s leadership initiatives, 
and advocating for diverse talent 
throughout her career. Her influ-
ence continues to shape the next 
generation of financial profes-
sionals. What sets her apart is her 
extraordinary commitment to her 
clients’ success. 

Member FDIC. ©2026 U.S. Bank 1624107

Thank you for bringing the U.S. Bank core values 
to life every day for your clients and throughout 
the Los Angeles business community.

Congratulations on being 
recognized by the Los Angeles 
Business Journal as Women 
of Influence in Finance.

SHAHRZAD PANAHI
Vice President

U.S. Bank District Manager

MILLIE MIA
Vice President

U.S. Bank District Manager

usbank.com
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KIMBERLY SCHUGART
Senior Vice President; 
Chief Financial Officer

New Omni Bank, National Association

K imberly Schugart, senior vice 
president and CFO of New 
Omni Bank, has significantly 

impacted both the bank’s growth 
and its community-oriented mission 
through her expert leadership in 
finance. 

One of her standout accomplish-
ments is securing nearly $40 million 
through the US Treasury’s Emergen-
cy Capital Investment Program in 
2022. This award, made possible by 
her keen understanding of the bank 
and the community’s needs and her 
skill in developing a compelling pro-
posal, has empowered New Omni 
Bank to increase lending to under-
served, low- and moderate-income 
businesses and consumers. By secur-
ing this vital capital, she has not 
only facilitated New Omni Bank’s 
growth but also strengthened its 
capacity to drive positive economic 
change in the community.

MARY ANN SIGLER
Chief Financial Officer

Platinum Equity

Mary Ann Sigler is partner and 
CFO for Platinum Equity, 
and executive vice president 

& treasurer for Platinum Equity 
Advisors. Based in the Office of 
the Chairman, Sigler has broad 
responsibility for finance and 
strategic planning functions across 
Platinum Equity and its global 
investment platforms, including its 
management company, its private 
equity funds, and broader non-fund 
initiatives.

Prior to joining Platinum 
Equity in 2004, Sigler was senior 
partner at Ernst & Young. Sigler’s 
25-year career at EY began in Jan-
uary 1980 and she was named part-
ner in 1987. While at EY, Sigler’s 
clients included Lockheed Martin 
Corporation, AOL Time War-
ner, TRW, Northrop Grumman, 
Amgen Inc, Allergan Inc, Tele-
dyne Technologies, Rustic Canyon, 
and the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

ROSE SORENSEN
Partner

Snell & Wilmer

Rose Sorensen is a corporate and 
securities partner in Snell & 
Wilmer’s Los Angeles office. 

Sorensen’s law practice includes 
mergers and acquisitions, divesti-
tures, reorganizations, commercial 
finance, private placements, ven-
ture capital, corporate governance, 
telecommunications services, joint 
ventures, licensing, and entity 
structure and formation. She has 
extensive experience handling 
large-scale mergers and acquisi-
tions, project and corporate financ-
ings, and restructurings in a variety 
of industries.

Sorensen’s background includes 
serving as general counsel of a 
private cable operator and internet 
service provider, which helped 
shape her balanced pragmatic 
approach in advising businesses on 
the complexities and functional 
considerations of their operations. 

ERIN VOISIN
Managing Director; 

Wealth Management Services
EP Wealth Advisors

In the last year, Erin Voisin has 
continued to be a driving force 
behind EP Wealth’s mission to 

elevate and empower. As an active 
leader of the Investing in Women 
Initiative, she’s championed the 
growth of women within the firm 
and ensured that women clients 
receive thoughtful, tailored finan-
cial guidance. Voisin serves on EP 
Wealth Advisors’ Management 
Committee. 

Voisin’s vision for comprehensive 
wealth management has taken shape 
in big ways. She’s been instrumental 
in expanding both the Tax Planning 
and Estate Planning teams, rein-
forcing EP Wealth’s commitment to 
holistic client care. With her guid-
ance, the team has grown to more 
than 60 talented professionals—a 
testament to her strategic hiring, 
hands-on leadership, and dedication 
to nurturing top-tier talent.

MONICA SHILLING
Partner

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Monica Shilling has always 
taken full advantage of the 
changing transactional play-

book. Her vast experience in corpo-
rate, mergers and acquisitions and 
securities law, along with her unique 
legal insight in the evolving deal 
market has made her a go-to adviser 
for clients eyeing complex deals. 

Shilling’s diverse practice and 
her understanding of the financial 
markets and industry expertise 
have propelled her as one of the 
leading women attorneys steering 
asset management firm’s demand 
for sophisticated advice related to 
structuring and managing invest-
ment vehicles, including business 
development companies (BDCs). 
Shilling continues to be at the fore-
front of a cutting-edge growth area 
for asset management firms working 
with them on retail focused prod-
ucts that allow them to expand and 
diversify their investor base.

Nicolette A. Cohen
ASSOCIATE

2026 NOMINEE

Los Angeles Business Journal
WOMAN OF INFLUENCE: FINANCE

www.buchalter.com

AZ  |  CA  |  CO  |  GA  |  IL  |  OR  |  TN  | TX |  UT  |  WA

Congratulations!

WOMEN OF INFLUENCE: FINANCE

Larry M. Schnaid 
Private Wealth Advisor

Jonathan B. Hodge
Private Wealth Advisor 

310.407.4980

Merrill Private Wealth Management
2049 Century Park East 
Suite 1200 
Los Angeles, CA 90067

https://advisor.ml.com/sites/ca/century-city/
schnaid-hodge-hartl

We congratulate
our partner Elana Pianko-Ginsburg.

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) is a registered broker-dealer, registered 
investment adviser, and Member SIPC. Merrill Private Wealth Management is a division of MLPF&S. MLPF&S 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation.
© 2025 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 
7410498 Vault-BA115IB | MLWM-242-AD | 470944PM-0325 | 03/2025
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To register, please visit labusinessjournal.com/events/creawards26

THURSDAY, FEB. 19
Biltmore Los Angeles • 6:00 - 8:30PM PST

The Los Angeles Business Journal 
is proud to announce the 31th annual 
Commercial Real Estate Awards. 
This event will honor the brokers of the most notable transactions 
in Los Angeles and recognize the most impactful projects completed 
within the last 12 months. In addition, each award-winning project’s 
developer, architect and general contractor will be honored.

AWARDS PROGRAM

REGISTER TODAY!

DIAMOND SPONSORS GOLD SPONSORS

Anderson Real Estate |  Business Finance Capital  | Howard Building Corporation
IDS Real Estate Group  |  JRM Construction  |  MATT Construction

Oltmans Construction Co.  |  Sierra Pacific Constructors

ALYSSA WEINBERGER
President, Family Office Advisory; 

Chief People Officer
Lido Advisors

A lyssa Weinberger is a third 
generation CPA who started 
her career at Rothstein Kass & 

Co. (now KPMG). She joined Lido 
Advisors, LLC in 2004 and became 
a CFP in 2005. Working in a male 
dominated industry, Weinberger 
became the first female partner of 
Lido Advisors. She successfully 
ran the Operations and Marketing 
team, leading to her current role 
as president, family office advisory 
and chief people officer. Weinberg-
er also serves as president of Lido 
Consulting Group, LLC.  

Weinberger created the Annual 
Family Office Investment Sympo-
sium, now in its 19th year, which 
is a national conference that brings 
together family office attendees 
interested in networking with their 
peers and learning best practices in 
the family office arena. 

LYDIA WU
Partner

Greenberg Glusker LLP

Throughout her nearly three 
decades of practicing law, includ-
ing 13 years at Greenberg Glusk-

er, Lydia Wu has cemented her 
status as one of the leading attorneys 
in the real estate financing space. 
As Partner, Wu’s practice involves 
all aspects of real estate transactions, 
including financing, restructuring of 
distressed real estate, and purchase 
and sale with 1031 exchanges.

Wu regularly handles major 
multi-state and multi-property 
transactions as well as local, sin-
gle-property deals for institutional 
investors, real estate funds and indi-
viduals involving most categories of 
real estate asset such as industrial, 
warehouse, storage, data centers, 
multi-family, retail, office, resort/
hotel, student housing, and senior 
housing properties. Wu’s extensive 
work in the burgeoning data center 
sector has become a cornerstone of 
her practice.

AMANDA WOLIN
Partner

Cox, Castle & Nicholson

Amanda Wolin is a partner at 
Cox Castle and a seasoned 
commercial real estate finance 

attorney. She specializes in repre-
senting different types of lenders, 
including national and regional 
banks, insurance companies, and 
private lenders, in connection with 
real estate financing transactions. 

Wolin possesses extensive expe-
rience with a wide variety of real 
estate finance transactions, includ-
ing acquisition and development 
loans, bridge loans, construction 
loans and mezzanine loans. Her 
expertise extends to a broad range 
of product types, including com-
mercial, multifamily, hotel, and 
retail projects. She also has experi-
ence with secondary market trans-
actions, such as “loan-on-loan” 
deals, as well as asset management 
work, including loan assumptions 
and loan modifications. 
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