
b r a n d e d  c o n t e n t
may 13, 2024

THE 2024 NOMINEES

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15 
The Biltmore Los Angeles | 11:30am - 2:00pm PST

To register, visit labusinessjournal.com/events/npccawards

From the tireless work of nonprofit leaders, teams, and programs, to the efforts of individuals and 
companies who donate their time, funds and efforts to improve the communities they serve - this 

panel and awards program will pay tribute to our Community of Business™.

AltaMed Foundation | Blind Children’s Center | The Chicago School | Child Foundation | Children’s Connection | Citizens Business Bank | Doheny Eye Institute | Hollywood Mobile Grooming 

MAOF, Mexican American Opportunity Foundation | Mental Health America of Los Angeles | Providence Tarzana Foundation | Think Together | US Vets | Wellnest
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BERTHA AGUIRRE
President; Chief Operating Officer

Empire Transportation, Inc.

DONTE APPERWHITE
Los Angeles Marketplace Workplace 
Services Manager  | West Hub DEI 

Council Co-Lead | West Black & Allies 
Community Co-Lead

Deloitte

KERRY AYAZI
Volunteer Chief Ethics & Compliance 

Officer & Board Member

Child Foundation

ANDREA  BAZÁN
President

After-School All-Stars

SIGMAR BERG
CEO & Founder

Lovetuner Foundation

SONYA KAY BLAKE
President & CEO

The Valley Economic Alliance

ALEXANDER BLINOV
Vice President, Commercial Product 

Management
ESW Capital

JOHN BRAUER
President & Chief Executive Officer

New Horizons

JULEE BROOKS
Chief Executive Officer
Woodcraft Rangers

DEBORAH BRUTCHEY
Executive Director

L.A. Works

WENDY BUTTS
Chief Executive Officer

LA Conservation Corps

JENNIFER COWAN
Executive Director

Connections for Children

ALLAN CUTROW
Partner

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP

ROB DEUTSCHMAN
Managing Director
B Riley Securities

KELLI DILLON
Founder

Back to the Basics

DONNA DUTCHER
Board Member

Marine Mammal Care Center  
Los Angeles

TIA DWYER
Chief Operating Officer

Think Together

AMY EHRENKRANZ
President

Amy Zimmerman and Associates

JACQUELINE ELLIOT
President & CEO / Co-Founder,  

PUC Schools

PUC National

MARCELLE HOPE EPLEY
President & CEO

Long Beach Community Foundation

TAMIKA FARR
CEO

Pathways LA

BOB FISHER
Former Esteemed Owner

Pasadena Ice House

ADAM GARONE
CEO

Starlight Children’s Foundation

MARISSA GOLDBERG
CEO

Doheny Eye Institute

GARY HANSEL
Executive Vice President, Southern 

California Office Operations

Hudson Pacific Properties

JAMES HEGLER
Director of CIRCLE Program

Urban Alchemy

RYAN HICKS
Event Coordinator

The New Social Workers /  
Ballin’ for Peace

TERA HILLIARD
President/CEO

Forgotten Children, Inc.

NEDDA ISMAILI
SVP, Manager LA Region

City National Bank

DANISH F. KHAN
Head of Product Partnerships –  

Digital Wealth

InvestCloud

INDIVIDUAL NOMINEES
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LISA KOLIEB
Partner, Real Estate, Land Use  

& Development

Akerman LLP

LAURA LULL
CEO

Rainbow Services

JON MARASHI
DDS, APDC

Dr. Jon Marashi DDS

LESLEY MARTIN
General Manager
Think Together

STEVE MCFARLAND
CEO

Better Business Bureau of Los Angeles

GEORGE MCGRAW
Founder & CEO

DigDeep

BILL MCGREGOR
Volunteer

McGregor Company

LAURA MCHOLM
Co-Founder & Marketing Director
NorthStar Moving Company

NELLA MCOSKER
President & CEO

Central City Association

CHRISTINA MILLER
President & CEO

Mental Health America of Los Angeles

KAYOKO MITSUMATSU
Founder

Yoga Gives Back

ALEX MOISA
Attorney

Law Offices of Alex M. Moisa

MARK MORALES
Vice President

City National Bank, An RBC Company

HELEN MORALES
Director of Camp Woodcraft

Woodcraft Rangers

OLIVIA R. MUNOZ
Blue Water Task Force Leader
The Surfrider Foundation

JOHN MURILLO
SVP, Market President

Enterprise Bank & Trust

MICHELE NEALON
President

The Chicago School

SARAH ORTH
Chief Executive Officer

Blind Children’s Center

PATRICIA OSTILLER
Chief Executive Officer

Cancer Support Community  
Greater San Gabriel Valley

SCOTT PANSKY
Co-Founder
ALLISON

STEPHEN PECK
President and CEO

U.S.VETS

GARY L. POLK
CEO & Founder

Polk Institute Foundation

SAMUEL PRATER
Founder

Los Angeles Room & Board

MATTHEW RINNERT
Chief of Philanthropy

Providence Cedars Sinai  
Medical Center

FATIMA DJELMANE RODRIGUEZ
Chief Executive Officer 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Southern California 

ERIN ROSS
CEO

Girls Inc. of LA

KATHLEEN RUIZ
Chief Financial Officer

LA Opera

KARLA SALAZAR
Executive Director

ScholarMatch

ALAN SIEROTY
Chairman

Sieroty Company

CHRISTINA SIMOS
Executive Director
Friendly House

INDIVIDUAL NOMINEES
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FARRAH SMITH
Director of Development

The Maria Group

GEORGIE SMITH
Founder / CEO

A Sense of Home

MICHAEL STICKA
President / CEO

GRAMMY Museum

ILIANA TAVERA
CEO

Haven Hills

RICHARD VALENZA
CEO

RaiseAChild

PAUL WHITE
Volunteer

Los Angeles Regional Food Bank

JESSICA WIEDERHORN
President and Founding Board Member,  
FAT Brands Foundation; President and 

Founding Board Member, SoS 

PAULA WILSON
President & Chief Executive Officer
Valley Community Healthcare

LISA YOUNG
Executive Director
The Rescue Train

JAMES YUKEVICH
Partner

Yukevich | Cavanaugh

INDIVIDUAL NOMINEES

Think Together’s mission to change  
the odds for kids is possible through  
dedicated staff and collaborative partners.

Congratulations to our Los Angeles 
Business Journal Nonprofit and Corporate 
Citizenship Awards nominees:

Think Together Chief Operating Officer
TIA DWYER
for her outstanding leadership.

Think Together’s
SOUTHEAST  
LOS ANGELES TEAM
for their excellence in equitable education.

Think Together corporate partner
THE BOEING COMPANY
for shaping the next generation 
of STEM students.

For more information about Think Together,  
please visit www.thinktogether.org
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A PLACE CALLED HOME A SENSE OF HOME AFTER-SCHOOL  
ALL-STARS

THE AGENCY ALLEN LUND COMPANY ANGEL CITY  
FOOTBALL CLUB

ARMANINO ASIAN AMERICAN DRUG 
ABUSE PROGRAM 

(AADAP)

BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU 
OF LOS ANGELES

BLANK ROME LLP BLANK ROME’S ADOPT-A-
CENTER PROGRAM

BLIND CHILDREN’S 
CENTER

BOEING BOUNDLESS BRILLIANCE C5LA AKA C5 YOUTH 
FOUNDATION OF 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

CAL DENTAL USA CALIFORNIA BANK  
& TRUST

CHICK-FIL-A

CHILD FOUNDATION CHILDREN’S INSTITUTE CHRYSALIS CITIZENS BUSINESS BANK CITY NATIONAL BANK CLAIRE’S PLACE 
FOUNDATION

CURACAO DBS BANK DOHENY EYE INSTITUTE EASTERSEALS SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA

ED ASNER FAMILY CENTER EL PROYECTO DEL BARRIO

ORGANIZATION NOMINEES
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EVERY DAY ACTION EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN’S 
FOUNDATION

EXCEPTIONAL MINDS EXP -- THE OPPORTUNITY 
ENGINE

FARMERS & MERCHANTS 
BANK

FAT BRANDS 
FOUNDATION

FEDEX FRIENDLY HOUSE THE FRIENDSHIP 
FOUNDATION

FUNDACIÓN JALISCO 
USA 

GIRLS INC. OF  
LOS ANGELES

GIVE - MENTOR - LOVE 
FOUNDATION

GIVEBACK HOMES GRAMMY MUSEUM GREENBERG GLUSKER 
LLP

GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY 
FOUNDATION

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HANSON BRIDGETT LLP

HAVEN HILLS HOLLYWOOD MOBILE 
GROOMING

HOSPITALITY TRAINING 
ACADEMY

JEWISH FREE LOAN 
ASSOCIATION

JJLA JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 
OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA

KINGS CARE 
FOUNDATION

KOLLAB YOUTH 
WORKFORCE 

DEVELOPMENT

KTLA L.A. WORKS LA KINGS LEVITTQUINN FAMILY  
LAW CENTER

F
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U
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O
N
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ORGANIZATION NOMINEES
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LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATON

LOS ANGELES MISSION LOS ANGELES REGIONAL 
FOOD BANK

LOS ANGELES URBAN 
LEAGUE

THE LUNDQUIST 
INSTITUTE

LUPUS LA

LUSKIN ORTHOPAEDIC 
INSTITUTE FOR 

CHILDREN

MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA 
OF LOS ANGELES

MERCY FOR ANIMALS MEXICAN AMERICAN 
OPPORTUNITY 
FOUNDATION

MOSTE: MOTIVATING 
OUR STUDENTS THROUGH 

EXPERIENCE

MULTICULTURAL 
BUSINESS ALLIANCE

ORGANIZATION NOMINEES

Bringing the community together by providing hope and healing. 
May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Join Wellnest in empowering families and 
young adults with holistic, emotional health and wellness services and housing. 
Learn more at wellnestla.org

Instagram.com/@wellnest_laConnect with us: facebook.com/wellnestla1924 twitter.com/wellnest_la youtube.com/wellnestla

Congratulations to 
all the winners of  
the 2024 Nonprofit  
& Corporate 
Citizenship Awards!
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MY RESUME SQUAD NATIONAL HEALTH 
FOUNDATION

NEW HORIZONS PAULY’S PROJECT PEERFORWARD THE PEOPLE CONCERN

THE PLAY EQUITY FUND POST MASTERS PLUS PROJECT ANGEL FOOD RACE FOR THE RESCUES RAINBOW SERVICES RAISEACHILD

ORGANIZATION NOMINEES

cbbank.com |Equal Housing Lender | Member FDIC 03.24

A proven history of strong financial performance and a 
commitment to safe, sound, and secure banking for

our customers and communities
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ORGANIZATION NOMINEES

Congratulations to MATT RINNERT and all the nominees 
for the 2024 Nonpro� t & Corporate Citizenship Awards.
Providence Tarzana Foundation is proudly supporting Providence Cedars-Sinai Tarzana Medical Center.

TarzanaFoundation.org
818.757.4384

SHAWMUT DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION

SHELTER PARTNERSHIP, 
INC.

THE RICHMAN GROUP 
OF CALIFORNIA

RICHSTONE FAMILY 
CENTER

SAAHAS FOR CAUSE SCHOOL ON WHEELS

STABLE ROAD 
FOUNDATION

STAND UP TO CANCER 
(SU2C)

SWITZER LEARNING 
CENTER

THINK TOGETHERTHE SURFRIDER FOUNDATION  STEM ADVANTAGE
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ORGANIZATION NOMINEES

Our Mission
The Chicago School educates the next generation of change-
makers in innovative theory and culturally competent
practice to strengthen the integrated health of individuals,
organizations, and communities.

Our Vision
The Chicago School seeks to be a global leader in increasing
accessibility to expert, integrated, culturally competent care
within all communities and organizations.

The Chicago School Approach
The Chicago School Approach is an immersive, applied
learning model focused on developing professionals who can
address present challenges and anticipate future needs.
What matters to The Chicago School is equipping graduates
with the theory, practice, and cultural competence to have a
positive impact on individuals, organizations, and
communities throughout the world.

For more than 40 years, The Chicago School 
has been a leading nonprofit university dedicated
to training professionals for careers that improve 
the health of individuals, organizations, and communities.

www.thechicagoschool.edu
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Congratulations to The Chicago School President Michele Nealon,
Psy.D., on the ‘2024 Nonprofit Executive of the Year Award’ Nomination! 

As a graduate of The Chicago School, Dr. Nealon was inspired to lead the
nonprofit university to new heights, empowering more agents of change to
improve the health of individuals, organizations, and communities. Under
her leadership, The Chicago School has grown to include six campus
locations and a robust online presence, more than 40 academic programs,
and an average of one million service hours each year.

Dr. Nealon was integral in opening our Los Angeles Campus in DTLA in
2008, and today The Chicago School has three campuses in Southern
California - DTLA, Anaheim and San Diego.

Dr. Michele Nealon

@thechicagoschool

UNION RESCUE MISSION THE UNIQUELY ABLED 
PROJECT

URBAN ALCHEMY THE VALLEY ECONOMIC 
ALLIANCE

WATER BUFFALO CLUB 
INC. DBA WE BE BENEFIT 

CHILDREN

THE WHOLE CHILD

WORTHY BEYOND 
PURPOSE

WITHUM WOMEN’S GUILD 
CEDARS-SINAI

WOODCRAFT RANGERS


